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The events now unfolding around the world can only put fear into the hearts and 
minds of all reasonable people. From the injustice in a courtroom in California, 
to what was Yugoslavia, to Moldavia, Azerbaijan and Armenia, from a 
restaurant in Magdeburg in Germany to the streets of Kentish Town, and the 
massacres of pro-democracy demonstrators in front of the world’s media in 
Thailand, we are faced with enormous tasks and challenges. 

What is abundantly clear is that we in the anti-fascist and anti-racist 
movement are fighting on only one front in an overall attack on democratic 
standards in many parts of the world. Searchlight is a specialist publication 
dealing with fascism and racism and trying to use our long experience in this 
particular part of the battlefield to expose and oppose these twin evils. Others are 
fighting the battle for women’s rights, homophobia and the right to a job and a 
home. 

The great value of our recent tours of North America (see pages 12 and 13) 
was to be able to join platforms where many of these issues could come together 
and we could educate and inform our audiences about how clearly they overlap. 
Searchlight intends to keep up its international programmes in order to bring our 
fighting message to more and more people across the world. 

The group of four Jewish students who were attacked by a gang of British 
National Party hoodlums armed with bottles, after they attended the protest 
march against racist attacks in Kentish Town, London, told us they had been 
taught a salutary lesson, namely that nobody is safe from these monsters, 
whether they be black, white, Jewish or gay. Before they were attacked the nazis 
shouted at them: “You yids have been on that march for the pakis.” At the 
hospital where their injuries were treated they shared a waiting area with a black 
man who had not been part of the march but had been beaten up at Euston tube 
station just because he was black. 

The injured kids were wisely philosophical and told Searchlight that what 
had happened to them might serve to wake up some members of the Jewish 
community as to the ferocity of the enemy. 

Anti-Fascist Action’s very worthwhile programme on BBC2 television on 19 
May certainly made it clear, from both a historical perspective and a current one, 
that the enemy must be confronted and destroyed before we all become its 
victims. 


STOP PRESS! 


As we went to press, Harold Covington (see pages 3 to 5) had clearly reached a watershed in 
his stay in Britain. In a secret circular to his international nazi contacts, dated May, he made 
it clear he had been sent to Europe as part of a clandestine international neo-nazi “think 
tank”. Whilst disparaging about the nazis’ achievements in Britain, he was full of praise for 
the Swedish terror war being waged by VAM and the international brigade of young nazis 
fighting in Yugoslavia. He boasted of having modern computer equipment which would 
enable him efficiently to circulate the results of his work in Britain and Europe. He put two 
fingers up to the British authorities by saying that if his circulars are investigated under the 
Public Order Act, he will claim that they are just personal letters to friends. 
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TOP NAZI POSES AN EARLY 
PROBLEM FOR NEW MI5 BOSS 


A leading North American neo- 


is living in Britain. With the 
British secret service, MI5, having 
recently assumed responsibility for 
dealing with the IRA on mainland 
Britain, we hope our exposé of his 

presence and background will lead iteunee 


nazi, who has a strong association Ch h h 
with the Irish Republican “ae ule 6 t C ne 
movement in the USA and Europe, \W GRE [it OR 


POST OFFICE BOX 400, OTTO, NORTH CAROLINA 28763 


Based on the Laws of Nature, the Lessons of History, and Common Sense. 


Ms Stella Rimington, the new head 
of MI5, to request the Home 
Secretary rapidly to eject this nazi 
from Britain. 


Harold Covington, now residing at 29 
Palamos Road, Leyton, London E10, is in his 
late forties. Over the last 30 years he has 
gained a personal notoriety for his role not 
only in organising some of the worst neo-nazi 
and racist groups in America but also as the 
architect of the 1979 massacre in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, which left five people dead 
and another nine with injuries from gunshot 
wounds. Although the Ku Klux Klan 
massacre was of his design, he did not have 
the guts to be present when the dreadful act 
was Carried out. 

Shortly afterwards he fled to Rhodesia and 
later South Africa, stopping over in Eire and 
Britain along the way. 

Covington holds dual Irish and United 
States nationality. This is thought to be as a 
result of his marriage to an Irish woman 
during one of his European trips. He claims 
to have been married twice with both 
marriages ending in divorce. He says he has a 
son and daughter in Ireland, whom the 
American government have banned from 
entering the USA. 


Studying in Britain 

In a recent letter to his comrades in the 
British National Party, Covington claims to 
have taken time out to study in Britain and 
use his citizenship of a member state nation 
of the European Community as a means to 
remain in the country if challenged. 

We were alerted late last year by our 
friends in the Center for Democratic Renewal 
in the USA that Covington might be heading 
back to Europe. But we never expected him 
to be allowed into this country for two 
reasons: firstly his strong Irish Republican 
links and secondly his association with the 
former illegal regime in Rhodesia. Clearly we 
were wrong. Covington claims that Special 
Branch knows of his presence here, but he 
seems to have been left alone to work and 
study for a City and Guilds qualification. 

But all has not been well for the nazi 
leader. His ongoing row with Ben Klassen, 
boss of the Church of the Creator, led to 
Klassen informing a senior member of the 
British National Party last February that 


Maas February 11, 1992 


Mr. John Morse 
16 Hyde Close 
Winchester 

Hants, England 


Dear Mr. Morse: 


Many thanks for the copies of British Nationalist and 
I appreciate the positive coverage in your 
publications. The Church of the Creator is growing and spreading 
to many parts of the world, not only in England. 


I must warn you that one of our American hypocrites, Harold 
Covington, has once again floated up onto the shores of the 
British Isles,-this time to England. He is now living at 29 
Palamos Road in Leyton, in the London area. Although he claims 
to be a White activist, Harold spends most of his time attacking 
Creativity for its uncompromising fight against the Talmudic Jews 
and their Christian hoax. 


Harold has built a career of jumping like a frog around the 
White racial movement. He was once a member of Matt Koehl's 
NSWPP in 1973. Later he joined a Nazi outfit in Chicago under 
the leadership of that half-Jew queer, Frank Collin. You may 
have seen his book, The March Up Country, which is nothing more 
than Harold's own paranoic rendition of the Jewish Bolshevik 
Lenin. In recent years, he has tried to resurrect the ol' 
Confederacy with a tired Klan organization soaked in the myths 
of Jewish Christianity. 


Harold made a great noise over his involvement in the 
Greensboro, North Carolina incident in 1979. That day Harold 
sent his own men to get ambushed by the Communist Jews and 
niggers, but he wasn't even there. Harold was never charged, 
aithough he claimed there was an elaborate plot to kill him and 
left the United States. You may remember that he wound up living 
in Ireland after short stays in Rhodesia and South Africa, where 
you have a special interest. 


RACIAL LOYALTY — RACIAL EXPANSION -— RACIAL ADVANCEMENT 


Like his own half-baked support for "Southern nationalism" 
and Christianity, Harold has probably embraced warmed over 
Catholicism and Irish nationalism. His long-time friend, Sean 
Mcguire, parades about the White racial movement claiming to 
represent the IRA. Harold may even be in London on an Irish 
passport, courtesy of one of his abortive marriages. 


Harold claims to be in London studying a trade. But if he 
is not in the employ of the CIA (or the IRA), he may as well be. 
I urge you and others in the British National Party to be careful 
and ignore his attempts to worm his way into the movement there. 


I hope that the above will be of benefit to you in our 
common goal of expanding and advancing the White race, 


For a Whiter and Brighter World, 


Creatively yours, 


A hh 


Ben Klassen, P.M. 
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This book is for Fred, my fellow “squalid pamphleteer,” in memory 


of 30 January 1976 and in commemmoratica ‘of that land of hope and 
glory which was Rhodesia. 


I need to give those of you who are already committed to White 
revolution a brief explanation about the book and its contents. The 
March Up Country is intended to prepare your mind and your heart for 
the terrible period in your life which is approaching. I am not going to 
go into a long and detailed recital of all the obstacles and ordeals which 
await you. You probably already know, if you don’t you’ll soon find out, 
and in any case no words of mine printed on this sheet of paper can 
adequately prepare you to face it all. That strength you will find within 
yourselves when the time comes. Don’t worry, it won't fail you. The 
spirit’of our race is strong and in the blood of every man and woman of 
us, nor are a few short decades of boob-tube and Big Macs sufficient to 
drain it from our genes. The iron will and the lion’s courage of our 
forefathers will be there in your own soul when you need them. 
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Above: Sean McGuire (left) and Harold Covington together at US fascist 
gathering. 


Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 


NORTHWEST REALM OFFICE 
P. O. Box 111922, Tacoma, Washington 98411 / 206-473-4980 / Recorded Klan Message 206-537-2278 


28 February 1991 


Harold Covington 
Dixie Press 

P. 0. Box 1321 
Raleigh, NC 27602 


Dear Mr. Covington; 

Please remove "Northwest Publications" from your mailing list. 
I am saddened to see your endorsement of Tom Metzger, Rick Cooper 
and Dennis Mahon in Issue #7 of your "Resistance" newsletter. 

You were suggested to me by Eddy, in Chicago, who publishes 
"Klan Krusader". I understood that he knew you since Rockwell 
Hall and the NSPA in Chicago. You neglected to mention his 
publication while advertizing the three splinter groups of the 
lunatic fringe which I mentioned above. 

No reply is requested. This should help you save some postage! 
Thank you for any assistance lent at this time. 


Purge the ranks! > 


KMS 


K. A. Badynski 
Grand Dragon 


— Ane 


“we raneler uteg ine Newer gh regards // 


—f/7. 4- C. 


NATIONAL GRAND COUNCIL 
Thomas Robb. Arkansas - Staniey McCollum. Alabems - K. A. Badynski, Washington 
Frank Zachry, Texas - Edwerd Novak, lilinots - Michael Lowe, Texas 
Nat! Office P O Box 2222] Hamson. AR 72601 / Rey Thomas Robb. Naf! Director 


ee eae 
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RESISTANCE 


Special Shekel-slipping Issue September 7th, 1991 


EE Berar 


hink th: 
vents, and i‘d like to see it get off to « good start. 


hall tae 


HAROLD A. COVINYTON 


part in 


Below: Circular sent by Covington to contacts in the British National Party. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


To My Racial Comrades: 


‘March 30th, 1992 
P.O. Box 2258 
London, E10 7JY 


I am sending out this confidential memo to cthuse 
of my British and European comrades who are concerned in 
this particular matter, or who may become concerned. To begin 
with, I would like genuinely to thank those of you who have 
printed the Airstrip One address in your newsletters. I 
understand and accept that you were sincerely trying to 
be of assistance to me and I appreciate the thought. 


Unfortunately, you may have dropped me inadvertently 
into some of the old barnyard compost. This is entirely 
my fault and I accept full responsibility; I did not make 
myself clear as to my position in this country and the 
current nature of my activities, and there is no one to 
blame but myself for that. 


I am here temporarily, while obtaining a London 

City & Guilds professional qualification, studying, and 
working an 84-hour week comprised of seven consecutive 
twelve-hour shifts. The delay in my answering correspondence 
which is also partly to blame for the current cock-up 
is largely due to the fact that I only get a day or so off 
every ten days. I am planning---or was planning on being in 
the U.K. until about October of this year. I am here 
legally, legally employed, and under EC citizenship which 
a ignige te will make me non-deportable should it come to 

at. 


Unfortunately, thanks to your comradely solidarity, 
my presence in the U.K. is now known to Searchlight, the 
Board of Deputies, the Special Branch, the Home Office, et. 
al. I know this because I have already received form letters 
from the government demanding to know why I am not depositing 
copies of RESISTANCE with their publications office, which 
shows how closely nationalist newsletters are monitored 
here. I cannot publish RESISTANCE at this time; I just 
don't have the time for one thing, or the money for another. 
NOR IS IT MY INTENTION TO BECOME IN ANY WAY INVOLVED IN 
UNITED KINGDOM POLITICS. My efforts at contact-making and 
networking are directed solely at future efforts in my own 
country. 


I understand full well that enemy harassment is 
part and parcel of racial nationalist politics. It goes 
with the territory, and I'm not angry that this has happened, 
Like I said, I really do appreciate the boost. BUT---could 
we please have a moratorium on future publication within Britain 
of P.O. Box 2258? I'm too busy right now to screw around with 
nosey Special Branch officers or screaming Red rent-a-mobs, 
and if SEARCHLIGHT locates my employer and tips the wink 
I will be in a rather bad way. 


Six months from now, it won't matter so much, 
but I have a specific agenda of goals and things I want to 
accomplish while I'm here, and I could do without any 
unnecessary distractions for the moment. Thanks, guys, and 


all the best. Zé. 
7 ae 
i as es ate 


Covington was in the country. Klassen’s letter 
went on to tell the BNP, which he 
knows claims to be in the forefront of the 
anti-Republican fight, of Covington’s dodgy 
Irish associations, and went further to 
suggest that Covington might be a CIA 
operative. 

For reasons known only to himself, the 
recipient of the letter, John Morse, kept quiet 
about it and our attention was drawn to 
Covington’s presence in this country only 
when copies of both Klassen’s letter and 
Covington’s own circular letter to British 
nazis came into our possession. 


Wave of killings 

Certainly Covington has not lived up to his 
reputation as one of the hottest guys in the 
nazi camp as far as security goes. His book, 
The March up Country, was written to alert 
the US far right to the mistakes they made 
during the years when the notorious and 
bloody outfit, the Order, rocked the USA 
with a wave of killings of Jews, state troopers 
and police officers, and were caught as a 
result of their own bad security. Covington 
aimed to cure this problem before the next 
round of terror started, but clearly he has not 
studied his own text closely enough in recent 
times. 

In recent years Covington has run a 
newsletter called Resistance, which he 
circulates to fellow nazis. In it he often signs 
off with the name Winston Smith, the hero of 
Orwell’s 1984. The most recent issues must 
have been written in Britain and sent out from 
his old base in Raleigh, North Carolina in the 
USA to make people think he was still in 
America. 

One of his oldest and closest associates is 
Sean McGuire, a Klansman who is very close 
to Irish Republican activists in the USA and is 
often seen marching on Klan demonstrations 
wearing his famous Sein Fein baseball 
cap. Covington and big Sean have been 
bosom buddies since their fighting days 
together in the National Socialist Party of 
America. At a demonstration picketed by 
Jewish anti-fascists, McGuire attacked and 
injured a number of them and this led to his 
reputation as a “big hitter” in neo-nazi and 
KKK circles. 

Covington’s greatest claim to fame came in 
1980 when he stood on the Republican Party 
ticket in North Carolina for the post of State 
Attorney-General and polled 56,000 votes, 
43% of the poll. 


Top gun 

Since 1988 he has been one of the top guns in 
the Confederate National Congress. It was at 
one of its rallies that he was captured on video 
greeting and embracing his old comrade, 
McGuire. 

In his circular to British neo-nazis 
Covington says he is too busy at the moment 
to “screw around” with anti-fascists, Special 
Branch or the Jewish Board of Deputies, as it 
would upset his specific agenda of goals and 
things he wants to accomplish whilst he is 
here. 

Let us hope that Ms Rimington lives up to 
the much publicised expectations the Home 
Secretary and media have of her and does the 
right thing, as they say in the USA, by booting 
this rat out of the country as soon as possible. 
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Two seriously injured in race attack 


rummond Street, a Bengali 
D enclave in the Euston area of 
north London, was, on the 
evening of 28 April, the scene of a 
wave of violence carried out by two 


carloads of white racists. 


Eyewitness reports say that the attackers, in 
their late twenties, circled the small area 
three times in their vehicles before pouring 
out on to the pavement and attacking an 18- 
year-old Bengali youth. The victim was taken 
to University College Hospital in a critical 
condition resulting from a fractured skull and 
stab wounds inflicted by hammers, baseball 
bats and knives. 

An 83-year-old taxi driver was also taken 
to hospital with head injuries after getting in 
the way of the attack. A Bengali grocery 
shop and butcher’s shop were also attacked. 

A spokesperson for the Drummond Street 


Asian Youth Association told the press: “This 
was prearranged. They wanted to find any 
Asian to start a fight.” 

Local residents, who have been subjected 
to varying degrees of racial violence over 
many years, are very angry. They are 
claiming that the authorities knew this was 
likely to happen and yet no action was taken. 
“With summer coming there will be more of 
these attacks if nothing is done,” said the 
spokesperson. 

The most senior police officer in Camden, 
Linda Newham, went to talk to the local 
community in an effort to quell criticism that 
the police were slow to act. But anybody 
living in this part of London knows full well 
the high level of racism that prevails in the 
local police stations and has done so for 
years. 

Five young Bangladeshis and a white 
friend were arrested during the disturbance 


Woman PC victimised 


A’ Turkish-born police officer faced 
personal threats after she complained 
about sexual and racial discrimination 
at work. 


Sarah Locker, who has been a police officer 
for 12 years, wrote to an industrial tribunal 
last September, complaining that her 
superiors had persistently failed to make her 
a detective. 

When she got back to Leman Street police 
station, east London, after a holiday, all but 
one of her colleagues “totally ignored” her. 
One officer told her that this was because she 
had made a complaint under the grievance 
procedure, 

She also received a phone call from one 
individual “who stated that I was not safe at 
work and I should also be very careful about 
my car as something will be done to it.” 

She reported this to her superiors and was 
advised to stay at home. 

Ms Locker, whose case is being supported 
by the Commission for Racial Equality and 
the Equal Opportunities Commission, has 
now been allowed to add a victimisation 
element to her racial and _— sexual 


discrimination claim against the Metropolitan 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ING TRADE CRACKDOWN 
n for Racial Equality is 


Police. The full hearing will take place in 
November. 

A chief constable has admitted that a lot of 
work still needs to be done to combat 
discrimination within the police. 

Baden Skitt, chief constable __ off 
Hertfordshire, speaking at an international 
conference on equal opportunities, said: “In 
England we are a white, male dominated, 
lower middle class organisation.” 

He said the public image of the police was 
of a force which was unfair and 
unrepresentative. Sexual harassment was 
widespread, he continued. A survey of 14 
women officers in the Hertfordshire force 
showed that all had — experienced 
discrimination and all but one had been 
sexually harassed. 

In one case a Roman _ Catholic 
policewoman was asked to prove she was on 
the pill before being promoted to detective 
duties. A male sergeant said he did not want 
to recommend her if she was going to get 
pregnant. 

Mr Skitt said that in spite of the codes of 
practice that have been adopted to outlaw 
discrimination in the force, there was still a 
long way to go. 


“black bastard” being used frequently. 

One African-Caribbean worker said: 
“I get remarks like this every day. I’m 
sensible enough just to take it. Getting 
work in the first place is also a problem.” 

A white worker for an agency 
supplying technical and drawing office 
staff in Buckinghamshire, said that 40% 
of client companies specifically said they 
did not want black staff. “It’s unwritten 
but it’s there,” he said. 


but were released without being charged. An 
older Bangladeshi has been charged with 
aggravated assault. 

A week later four whites were arrested in 
connection with the attack and released on 
police bail. The police have said charges will 
be brought against them. 

A solidarity demonstration was called in 
the area on Sunday 17 May and it is hoped 
that a show of strength might help to prevent 
further vicious attacks on the Asian 
community. 

The style of the attack seems to be a 
copycat of other attacks in various parts of 
the country over the past year that have been 
carried out by neo-nazi skinheads and 
members of the British National Party. 
Maybe some of the training they are getting 
in the United States is filtering down to their 
street-level members and supporters, down to 
the last baseball bat. 


Asian thrown 
into path of train 


An Asian man was racially abused by 
two attackers who then threw him into 
the path of a train. 


Jayram Patel, 29, was one of five Asian men 
waiting for an underground train at Surrey 
Quays station, east London, last June. Mr 
Patel said they were all racially abused and he 
was stabbed on the shoulder with a broken 
bottle. He tried to run for the stairs, but was 
grabbed by two men who kicked and punched 
him and dragged him towards an oncoming 
train. The driver began to apply the brakes 
and Mr Patel escaped with a glancing blow 
from the front of the train. 

In court, Mr Aftab Jafferjee, for the 
prosecution, said that if the train had arrived 
two seconds later, Mr Patel would have 
landed on the tracks. 

John Askins, 23, of Rotherhithe, , and 
Nicholas Monkhouse, 20, of Blackheath, both 
unemployed, denied attempted murder, 
assault causing grievous bodily harm, 
wounding with intent and affray. 

As we go to press, they have been found 
guilty and the court is awaiting reports before 
sentencing them. 


black worker Eugene Sutton, who had 
suffered racist abuse from his foreman. 
The CRE is having talks with major 
contractors including Bovis, Alfred 
McAlpine, and Higgs and Hill. The CRE is 
also examining the Building Employers’ 
Confederation code of conduct, and the 
equal —— fae in the National 


(Contract Journal 26.3.92) 
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Last year a court ruled in favour of 


Fans united 
against racism 


ascist activity and _ racist 
P sisnin at football grounds 

remains a_ serious problem, 
despite some effective work by anti- 
racists. The National Front and the 
British National Party have both 
expressed hostility towards black 
players in the England football team. 


Black football players have made it to the top 
in British football (although there are still no 
black managers). There were six black 
players in the England side which beat New 
Zealand last summer. 

The success of black players has helped to 
combat racism on the terraces but individual 
players are still subject to abuse, such as the 
throwing of bananas and ape chants. The 
black Arsenal player Ian Wright received 
death threats and silver bullets before his first 
appearance for the English team last year. 

Fascists still use football grounds for 
recruitment. According to the Newham 
Monitoring Project, there has been a return of 
fascist activity at the West Ham ground. 

“With the government playing the race card 
over the Asylum bill, there has been an 
increase in racism in general. This is reflected 
in attacks across the whole country and a 
return of racist chanting at football grounds,” 
the Newham Monitoring Project says. 

But at the Elland Road ground of Leeds 
United, Leeds Fans United Against Racism 


distributes a fanzine magazine called 
Marching Together, produced five times a 
year. The group feels it has given ordinary 
fans the confidence to speak out against 
fascism. Its combating of a hardcore fascist 
presence earned it a Football Association 
“services to soccer” award in 1989. 

There is still a lot of work to do, since, in 
the words of Chief Superintendent Clarkson 
of South Leeds Police, “I can look at any end 
of the ground on match day and I can count 
the number of black supporters that I can see 
on one hand.” 

Leeds Fans United now plans to take 
Marching Together to away fixtures and to 
affiliate the fanzine to similar projects at 
other clubs. The fanzine includes anti-racist 
jokes and focuses on younger soccer 
supporters. 

While anti-racists organise, fascists express 
hostility to black players. Lawrence Johnson, 
28, who stood in Erewash as a general 
election candidate for the British National 
Party, said: “When England lines up and I see 
40% are not of our origin I feel ashamed... 
when we come to power there won’t be any 
black players, because they will all be 
repatriated, along with all other immigrants 
and their descendants.” 

Ian Anderson, national chair of the 
National Front, said: “I feel sorry for the 
players who are not in the team because the 
black players are there.” 


Racial attacks increase in Leicester 


The number of racial incidents 
reported to the Leicester police has 
gone up by 20% over the last year. In 
1991 the police dealt with 369 racial 
attacks and incidents of harassment, 
compared to 307 the year before. 


Inspector Steve Hastings, of the police race 
relations unit, said that the racist attackers 
were not always prosecuted. “Prosecution is 
just one way of disposing of an offence. We 
can caution or simply offer advice,” he said. 

He added that in some cases the offender is 
either too young to be prosecuted — or the 
victim may decide not to go through the 
courts. 


@ ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING 
FUNDS SLASHED 

Government funding for the special 
educational needs of ethnic may med 
children has been cut back savagely. The 
funding, provided under section 11 of the 


Lat Act, is used to pay — 
‘a he _ A Croydon man has appeared in court 


Ironically, the bad news on the increased 
number of racial attacks in the area came the 
day after Michael Day, chair of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, had praised 
the police force. He said Leicester police, 
along with the Northumbria and Metropolitan 
police forces, had acted to break down racial 
barriers. 

Inspector Hastings said the Leicester force 
was continually monitoring race relations 
internally and externally. “There is no room 
for racist banter or jokes in the Leicestershire 
police. We’d stamp that out immediately,” he 
said. 

Only 3% of police officers in Leicester are 
from ethnic minorities. 


funding is to be reduced by £2 million. 
The local council has provided 


£830,000 to keep the education support 


system going for the time being. 
(Observer 29.3.92) 


@ BOUND OVER 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ TOWER HAMLETS DECISION 

The London borough of Tower Hamlets 
has been told to stop discrimination 
against housing Bangladeshis. The 
Liberal Democrat controlled council has 
been refusing emergency homes to two or 
three applicants a week on the grounds 
that they may be illegal immigrants. 

The High Court has now ruled that 
only the Home Secretary can make 
decisions about immigration status and 
that applicants suspected of being illegal 
immigrants were entitled to be treated by 
housing authorities like anyone else. 

The Commission for Racial Equality 
and the Department of the Environment 
both opposed Tower Hamlets’ claim that 
it was entitled to investigate people’s 
immigration status. 

Richard Backes, spokesperson for the 
Homeless Families Campaign in Tower 
Hamlets, said most of the 100 cases in the 
past year where housing had _ been 
refused concerned families where men 
had worked in Britain for many years 
and then brought wives and families over. 

They arranged their own accommod- 
ation at first, but the circumstances had 
changed and they applied to the council 
under homelessness laws — which oblige 
councils to house vulnerable families, 
including those with small children. 

Tower Hamlets Council has an 
appalling history of refusing to house 
ethnic minorities. Previously it defined 
some people as “intentionally homeless” 
because they had left accommodation in 
Bangladesh. 

(Guardian 10.4.92, Independent 10.4.92) 


Police RAcISMT— 
ZI Dunno , BuT IM AS 
PATRIOTIC. AS THE 

NEXT MAN..... 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ OUTRAGE OVER SACKING 
A hospital has sacked a midwife for failing 
to stay calm while being racially abused. 
Mrs Anita Ceesay, who worked at the 
Royal London Hospital Trust in East 
London, is appealing against her dismissal, 
with the support of doctors, nurses, other 
staff, and local MPs. If the appeal fails she 
will be struck off the midwives’ register. 
Mrs Ceesay was racially abused and 
physically threatened by the brother of a 
maternity patient last November. The man 
was arrested and fined for disorderly 
conduct. At a disciplinary hearing in 
December, Mrs Ceesay was dismissed for 
‘professional misconduct” because she had 
failed to stay calm during the attack. 
Midwives at the hospital, many of 
whom are of African-Caribbean origin, say 
the case has badly affected morale and that 
they are worried about their personal 
safety. Mrs Wendy Savage, consultant 
obstetrician at the Royal London, said: “I 
cannot believe the Trust wishes to give the 
message to the world that male relatives of 
pregnant women or patients can act in this 
way without censure and that staff have no 
redress. It seems incredible that the victim 
of male aggression is dismissed.” 
(Mail on Sunday 12.4.92) 


@ SCHOOLGIRLS FREED 

Three black London schoolgirls are to sue 
the police after a court cleared on affray 
charges. 

Two police officers claimed that when 
they were called to a disturbance at West 
Croydon bus station in March 1991, the 
girls launched a vicious and unprovoked 
attack. The girls, aged 15 and 16 and all 5ft 
5in or less tall, were accused of shouting 
“let’s get the fucking pigs’, before 
“swarming” over the officers and punch- 
ing, kicking, head butting and biting them. 
A gang of 30 young men was then said to 
have joined in the attack. 

PC Robert Bradley said a mob of 
youths, led by the schoolgirls, surrounded 
him and PC Gerald Thomas and were 
“raining blows on us with kicks and fists”. 

PC Thomas said he saw a fourth girl “in 
the process of head butting” PC Bradley. 
She was found not guilty of causing Bradley 
actual bodily harm, but was convicted of 
affray after the court heard she had tried to 
stop one of her friends being arrested by 
holding on to her hand. 

However, one police officer, PC Scott 
McDonald, said he had witnessed only 
verbal abuse not physical violence from the 
girls. Bus inspector Charles Parker agreed. 

The girls’ solicitor Kapel Juj said the 
police had “flagrantly” breached the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act by photo- 
graphing the girls in their cells without 
permission, and criticised them for using 
unreasonable force in arresting the girls, 
who were handcuffed and dragged away. 

_ The girls plan a civil action against the 
Metropolitan Police for false imprison- 
ment, malicious prosecution and assault. 
(Time Out 8.4.92) 
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One flew into the cuckoo’s nest 


Spectator of 2 May 1992 and find a 

review of the book Race, Intelli- 
gence and Bias in Academe by Roger 
Pearson, one of the most infamous 
postwar neo-nazis in the world. 


I was astonishing to open The 


It was even more surprising to see that the 
favourable review of this monstrous defence 
of racist scientists and eugenecists, like 
Arthur Jensen and William Shockley in the 
USA and Philippe Rushton in Canada, was 
written by Professor Anthony Flew. 

Why did he choose to review this book, 
published in the United States and, according 
to The Spectator, unavailable in Britain? It 
appears that Flew, known for his position on 
the right of legitimate British politics, thinks 
Pearson is the bee’s knees. In a nutshell, the 
book claims this bunch of eugenecists have 
had a rough time of it from their colleagues 
and students, who have banded together in 
some kind of Marxist plot against them. 

Flew says that the key word in the title 
should not have been bias but intimidation. 
Pearson’s book, he says, “is centred on the 
stories of academics who have been howled 
down, harried and sometimes physically 
assaulted for pursuing research and 
publishing findings suggesting that there are, 
albeit only on average, significant and in part 
hereditarily determined differences in 
intellectual abilities between certain racially 
defined sets.” 

So who is the author of this book of which 
Professor Flew chooses to give only passing 
criticism in his review? Well, Roger Pearson 
may have found it difficult to publish in 
Britain because of his long record in the far 
right. Born in Britain of a well-to-do family, 
Pearson was a tea-planter in Assam and at one 
time was ran the tea-planters’ association. 

In the 1950s he, with a group of racists, old 
nazis and a few new ones, some with an 
interest in eugenics, set up the notorious 
Northern League. The track record of some of 
the people around him was appaling and up to 
the early 1970s he seemed to have his finger 
in several neo-nazi pies, both in Europe and 
the United States. 


Invisible Empire 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 


YOU HAVE BEEN 
PATRONIZED BY THE 
KKK 


For Free Information Write: 
P.O. Box 700, Gulf, NC 27256 


FOR GOD, 


THE KNIGHTS OF THE 


Bu Blux Klan 


ARE WATCHING YOU 
AND WE DON'T LIKE 
WHAT WE SEE. 


Above: Three of the Ku Klux Klan stickers 
which appeared in several parts of Britain in 
May. Right: The latest neo-nazi group in 
Germany uses easily identifiable cartoon 
characters to get across its message of hate. 


RACE & NATION, 
SAVE OUR LAND 


JOIN THE KLAN 


FOR FREE INFO WRITE 
P.O. BOX 700 


GULF, NO. CAROLINA 27256 


Before taking up residence in the USA, he 
handed over the running of the Northern 
League to a Dutch wartime collaborator, Jan 
Kruls. The League’s annual gatherings in the 
early seventies Brighton, on the south coast of 
England, hosted by the Hancock family, 
became nazi jamborees, attended by Colin 
Jordan, Martin Webster, members of Column 
88 and former SS officers from Germany and 
other European countries. 

In the USA Pearson ran the far-right 
magazine Western Destiny, which carried 
articles by internationally infamous neo-nazis 
and some of the “new thinkers” on race and 
eugenics from American and European 
universities. 

By the 1980s he had discreetly dropped 
Western Destiny and replaced it by quasi- 
academic publications. Later he formed a 
body to represent the interests of some of the 
people in academic circles who held more 
outlandish views on race. 

By the time Ronald Reagan entered the 
White House, Pearson had really made it big, 
with a personal letter of endorsement to him 
from the president proclaiming his support for 
the good work Pearson was doing. 

Of course the president may not have been 
aware that Pearson’s full-time assistant in 
those days was a former active member of the 
American Nazi Party. In retrospect the letter 
should really come as no surprise — because 
the person who managed to fix it for Pearson 
was Pat Buchanan, then on the White House 
staff. 

Maybe the editor of The Spectator might 
consider publishing an article on the life and 
times of Roger Pearson for the enlightenment 
of his readers, because this kind of nonsense 
certainly does nothing for the good name of 
his magazine. 

Searchlight will not harp on _ about 
Professor Flew’s connections with the 
Freedom Association, as that organisation 
always gets so touchy about being mentioned 
in Searchlight. 

Professor Flew, who is neither a geneticist 
nor a racial theorist, is a geographer by trade. 
One can only wonder where in the world he 
thinks he is, when he reviews such garbage. 


Saving the Commission for Racial Equality 


he Commission for Racial 

Equality has been strongly 

criticised by the CRE Black 
Support Group, which has accused the 
CRE of showing favouritism to white 
staff and using dictatorial methods of 
management. The group stresses that it 
does not want its complaints used as an 
excuse to close the CRE down, but that 
there have to be reforms. 


The Commission is currently facing industrial 
cases by four senior black workers. One of 
them, Prabudh Merchant, based in the 
employment division in Manchester, claims 
he was not fairly considered for promotion 
compared to white staff. 

A number of black staff have faced 
disciplinary action after speaking to the press 
on particular issues. 

In March principal education officer Gerry 


More propaganda 
against refugees 


Yet another story alleging widespread 
benefit fraud by political refugees has 
appeared in the press. 


According to the Daily Mail: “A massive 
racket by bogus refugees fiddling hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of Social Security 
money”, has been smashed by “Operation 
Aztec”. Raids were carried out in London, 
Essex, and Surrey by members of the 
Metropolitan Police territorial support group 
and the Regional Crime Squad, with 
investigators from the Home Office and Social 
Security Departments. Doors of suspects were 
“smashed down” at 6 am. 

Twenty four men and a woman were being 
held. One man was alleged to be claiming 
more than £8,000 a week under at least 50 
different names, although according to The 
Sun he was claiming only £2,500 a week under 
25 false names. 

The story concerns an alleged 45-strong gang 
from Zaire. “Bogus refugees” are said to travel 
from Zaire to Belgium, where they are given 
false identities and a cover story, and then travel 
to England. According to the Mail once in 
Britain they would “immediately claim political 
asylum and all the benefits going”. 

In the case of one man arrested in the dawn 
raids, “The man’s application was backed by 
the British Refugee Council after he said he 
was a leading member of an organisation 
opposing the administration of  Zaire’s 
President Mobutu and was terrified of the 
secret police.” 

Is it coincidence that a “bogus refugees” 
story involving people from Zaire should 
appear after the previous Home Secretary, 
Kenneth Baker, was found in contempt of 
court in November last year for deporting a 
man to Zaire against a judge’s order; after a 
Zairean asylum seeker died in Pentonville 
prison last October while being restrained by 
six prison officers; and after the outcry over 
the deportation of a Zairean man in March, 
who bore torture marks on his body? 


German was sacked for informing the press 
about the case of Donna Phillips, who took 
legal action after two of her sons were 
excluded from school. Mr German contacted 
the media on behalf of Wandsworth’s racial 
justice unit. 

He said that he planned to appeal against 
the dismissal. “I have acted with the highest 
regard for principle and active concern for the 
interests of black people outside the 
Commission.” 

CRE employment officer Paul Stephenson 
was disciplined over comments he made as a 
former member of the Press Council. Last 
year he told an American court that it would 
be unfair for the trial of a black man accused 
of murdering a white woman to be held in 
Britain. 

Phillip Murphy, a Labour councillor who 
works in the employment division in 
Birmingham, was disciplined after he made 


comments to the local press which brought 
into question the ability of the police to attract 
black recruits. 

Patrick Canavan, an official of the 
Manufacturing Science and Finance Union, 
which represents many of the staff, said: 
“Senior management tend to run the CRE as a 
civil service department with rigid rules on 
secrecy. But these restrictive rules make the 
staff’s work almost impossible.” 

The Commission is not meeting its own 
targets for recruiting black people, according 
to documents, although 66% of its 117 staff 
are black. 

The pay structure is said to favour white 
workers, and there has been anger at the way 
in which white former senior officers have 
been re-employed as consultants, with large 
fees. 

There have also been accusations of 
financial incompetence. 


MIGRATION 
NEWS SHEET 


MONTHLY INFORMATION BULLETIN ON IMMIGRANTS, REFUGEES AND ETHNIC MINORITIES 


Périodique Mensuel - Dépét: 1040 Bruxelles. 


Editeur responsable: A. CRUZ 


The European Council summit in Maastricht in December 1991 went 
against the European Parliament's wishes to put an end to secret 


intergovernmental activities 
matters, including those 
The Migration News Sheet; 
its readers informed on 
well as on what 
related to immigration 
asylum, and ethnic minorities. 


such 


PO caer Meme <7 
The purpose is to inform 
not to convey any opinions. 


It relies on subscriptions to keep going. 
researchers in 
national 


professors and 
minorities, 


imminent 
and ethnic 


related to 
a monthly digest, 
intergovernmental 
is happening in all European countries in areas 
policies 


affairs and judicial 
immigration and asylum. 
endeavours to keep 


activities as 


home 


and practices, refugees and 


independent publication with no advertising revenue. 
its readers with succinct 


facts, and 


Its subscribers include 
the field of migration 


and Euro-parliamentarians, 


decision-makers in the Council and the Commission of the European 


Communities, 
tion for Migration, 


the Council of Europe; 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 


the International Organisa- 
etc. 


If you want to keep abreast on what is happening in today's fast- 
changing Europe and be kept well informed of migration and asylum 


issues; 


support and subscribe to the Migration News Sheet. 


Subscription rates in the UK: 
Institutions: £ 84 - Voluntary agencies: £ 33 - Individuals - £ 25 
For subscriptions and donations, 
please send your name and address (in block letters) to: 
Migration News Sheet, 172, rue Joseph II, B-1040 Brussels, 
accompanied with a UK bank cheque for the appropriate amount. 
Subscribers also receive, without any extra charge, 
supplements or briefing papers issued by some of the 
organisations responsible for the publication of the News Sheet. 


172 rue Joseph Il, B-1040 Bruxelles. Tel. 32(2) 2303750. Fax. 32(2) 2311413 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is an occasional 

column, written in his own 

inimitable style, by Ray Hill, 
who was Searchlight’s mole inside the 
leadership of the British nazi right and 
the neo-nazi European _ terror 
networks in the 1970s and 1980s. 


It’s often said “there’s nowt so strange as 
folk” and the three hours I spent with student 
members of the Afrikan (sic) Society at South 
Bank polytechnic in London on Wednesday 
29 April did nothing to disprove it. 

The tale starts during the general election 
campaign when Searchlight was called by a 
man claiming to represent the Aflikan 
Society and asking for me by name to come 


to talk about the British National Party. He 
was offered other speakers as I was in the 
middle of a speaking tour and their meeting 
was within the next 36 hours. The society 
turned down this offer and a week later made 
another request, with a bit more notice — but I 
was touring in Scotland. 

During my visit to the spring conference of 
the National Union of Students, I was 
approached by a black student who asked me 
why Searchlight did not speak to black 
organisations. I told him this was rubbish and 
he asked why I hadn’t accepted the invitation 
to South Bank poly. I explained I had been 
otherwise committed on the dates requested 
and then arranged to speak there on 29 April. 
When I told Gerry Gable about the 


Searchlight’s friend in Washington Ray Davis, leader of the Student Coalition against Apartheid and Racism, leads a 


arrangement he said he was pleased for me to 
speak there but told me I should expect a 
rough ride, as this poly had a recent record of 
a high level of pro-Farrakhan activity and, on 
occasions, open antisemitism. He said there 
was a small but noisy bunch of nationalists on 
campus who led nobody but themselves and 
were over-fond of the sound of their own 
voices. But he was keen that we should not 
back off from the chance to inform these 
youngsters on the role of the British National 
Party, its racism, its antisemitism and _ its 
violence in British society. 


Underestimated 

If anything, Gerry had grossly underestimated 
the ignorance, hostility and stupidity of this 
bunch of political cranks. On arriving I was 
astonished to see myself described on their 
posters as being the deputy leader of the 
British National Party. Maybe they actually 
wanted to hear a nazi. Judging by the nature 
of their questions, interruptions and racist 
remarks, they really would have been better 
off with, and more politically akin to, 
somebody from the BNP. It is no wonder that 
in the United States their counterparts have 
happily shared platforms with members of the 
American Nazi Party, the Institute for 


protest over the Rodney King verdict in the face of armed police outside the Justice Department in Washington. 
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Historical Review and the Ku Klux Klan. 

I thought I was on another planet when I 
was asked: “You mean, you don’t really 
subscribe to the idea of a world Jewish 
conspiracy?” I was also told that Searchlight 
was funding the BNP and the National Front. 
But what really stuck in my craw was this 
Gucci-outfitted bunch of middle-class 
wankers trying to tell me, the son of a miner, 
about the meaning of oppression and 
insulting a Jewish member of the Searchlight 
team present, who has done more to combat 
racism in his short life than the audience was 
likely to do in all their lives combined. The 
meeting was supposed to have lasted one 
hour but went on for nearly three, because we 
were not prepared to retreat in the face of 
black fascism. 


Easy option 

At the end of the meeting the chair said to 
me: “You are a Jew, aren’t you?” When I 
responded: “No, I am a practising Christian,” 
he replied: “Why did you not make this clear 
to the audience, they would have gone easier 
on you?” 

A group of young black women students 
approached as I was leaving and apologised 
for the insulting behaviour of this group of 
middle-class idiots. These women were south 
Londoners from working-class families with 
their feet firmly on the ground. 

Almost at the same time this was going on, 
Gerry Gable was in Washington meeting 
black student leaders who work closely with 
Searchlight and who were, hours later, to be 
in the front line of a protest demonstration 
facing police guns. It is these people whom I 
would call leaders, rather than the posers of 
South Bank poly. 


Marlene Dietrich 

I was sad to read of the death of Marlene 
Dietrich. Having left her native Germany for 
the United States after Hitler came to power, 
she spent much of the war at the front line 
entertaining allied troops and returned home, 
despite death threats from the SS werewolf 
underground, at the very end of the war. She 
paid two more visits to Germany, one, 
wearing American uniform, to attend her 
mother’s funeral and the second a few years 
later to perform on stage in Berlin. She took 
18 curtain calls and the then mayor Willi 
Brandt, who had also resisted the nazis during 
the war by joining the Norwegian resistance, 
rose to lead a standing ovation from most of 
the audience, while a minority jeered 
“traitor”. The German newspaper Bildzeitung, 
known for its Sun-style racist headlines, 
claimed she had only sought success in 
America at Germany’s expense. 


Politically extinct 
So it is heil and farewell to Mark Cotterill, 
not deceased, but politically dead in the 
water, who has just resigned from the 
National Front. He was the NF’s West of 
England organiser and general election agent 
for Bob Jones, the NF’s candidate in Torbay, 
who had to commute from Birmingham 
because the party did not have any other 
member to stand in the locality. 

Cotterill received a damaged hand and got 
struck over the head when he tried to impose 


his candidate on a meeting during the 
campaign. Anti-Fascist Action hounded the 
pair of them throughout the election period. 

Speculation that Cotterill may head for the 
BNP is misguided because, for several years, 
the BNP has been putting it around that he is 
a police informer and cannot be trusted. 


Tyneside 
I was very grateful to receive an invitation to 
share a platform with Tony Benn at the 
Tyneside Mayday celebration. Hundreds of 
people were at the rally, which was marred 
only by the arrival of the convicted BNP thug 
and philosophy graduate, Kevin Scott, and a 
team of headbangers. One person was struck 
over the head by a bicycle chain and another 
stabbed in the leg with a spiked BNP banner 
pole. One nazi was detained by the police. 
This creature is, I believe, already on bail for 
a previous assault. A good education does not 
always produce a useful member of society. 

While I was up there, the Sunday Sun, a 
Newcastle newspaper, ran an amusing story 
about how the National Front had been listed 
at Newcastle Central Library with exactly the 
same post office box as the council’s poll tax 
office. Twin evils, I would say. 

Last year Gateshead postman Gordon 
Stridiron was fired after he admitted diverting 


NATIONAL 


FRONT 


mail on behalf of the NF. The address it was 
using then was a block of flats which had 
been demolished in 1986. How the current 
cock-up occurred is anybody’s guess, but as a 
smiling council spokesperson said, although 
they had been receiving 1,200 letters a day, 
not a single letter showed any interest in the 
National Front. The Front’s address has now 
been deleted from the library files. 


Sniper 

In north London a sniper armed with an air 
rifle has been terrorising the area around 
Stamford Hill, which has a large Chassidic 
Jewish community. Several people have been 
struck by pellets. Two years ago a woman 
teacher was blinded after being hit in a 
similar manner as she was driving with her 
car window open. 


Vandals 


While a number of Ku Klux Klan stickers 
have been seen in various parts of the 
country, something more sinister arrived at 
Searchlight, postmarked Birmingham. A 
National Front sticker — “Niggers beware, 
hands off whites or die” — attached to a report 
on the vandalising of Birmingham Central 
Mosque. Not satisfied with hate mail the 
racists are out to damage places of worship. 


SA 


LONDON BULLETIN 


In the general election the National Front fielded two candidates in London: John Hill in Ealing North 
who polled 276 votes; and Terry Blackham in Bermondsey who polled 173 votes. These were not very 
good when compared with results in the Midlands where we achieved several votes in the 400 - 700 range. 
However London did help out with John McAuley’s campaign in Hertfordshire where he polled an 
excellent 664 votes. Just outside London Andy Carmichael polled 290 votes in the Islamic Republic of 


Slough which again was a very creditable effort. 


Now however we must build on this to make sure that the National Front in London is able to contest 
far more seats in future and to rival the party in the West Midlands where we are so strong. We have 
therefore held our first London Regional Council meeting and a number of important decisions were made. 
Firstly, in future, we will be producing a regular London bulletin in addition to the bulletins produced by 
local branches. This will help to keep members in touch who live in areas not covered. by local branches. 
We also sorted out a whole range of events and meetings for the next couple of months which should 
provide something for everyone and help to build the party. A full diary of events is set out below:- 


Wednesday 29th April 


Postering expedition - phone 081-471 6872 for details 


Saturday 2nd May 
Wednesday 6th May 
Saturday 9th May 


Thursday 14th May 


Saturday 16th May 


Wesnesday 20th May 


Friday 22nd May 
Saturday 23rd May 
Wednesday 27th May 
Saturday 30th May 


Saturday 6th June 
Saturday 20th June 


Paper Sale & Leafletting session, inner West London, meet at 
London Bridge station at 10.00am - we will then travel by tube 
to the paper sale. There will be a drink at lunchtime. 

West London Branch meeting. Guest Speaker will be NF Chairman, 
lan Anderson. Nieet at Ealing Broadway tube at 8.00-8.30pm. 

Local paper sales - contact your local organiser 

Beckenham Branch ‘meeting where a video film of the *2th July 
marches in Ulster will be shown. Meet in the William IV pub, in 
Elmers End, near Elmers End B.R. station at 8.00pm. 

St. George’s 5-a-side football competition (delayed because of the 
election) in the West Midlands. Transport from London will be 
provided - this should be enjoyable and amusing. Transport cost £5 
East London Branch meeting - to discuss future activities and 
events. Meet at Plaistow underground station at 8.00pm. 

For cricket fans - a day out to watch England stuff the Pakistanis, 
details by phoning 081-471 6872. 

East London paper sale - meet at East Ham station at 10.30am 
Lambeth Branch meeting, with a surprise guest speaker. Meet at 
London Bridge Station at 8.00pm (by the entrance to the main line 
station). 

Major regional rally in the West Midlands - transport will be 
provided from London Bridge station - cost £5 phone for details 
and to reserve a seat. 

Paper sale and leafletting in London, details in next bulletin. 
Something to look forward to - a trip to the coast for a special 
paper sale and leafletting session. 


If you would like to come on any of these events, but are nervous or not sure, then please phone us first 
and we will arrange for someone to meet you first to take you along. All our activities are pleasant and 
peaceful and everyone is welcome to attend. Copies of our literature are always available at meetings and 
details of local activities are also given out at these, all London members are welcome to attend any of the 


branch meetings in London. 
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Searchlight welcomed 
in North America 


ive days before Los Angeles 
H exploded, Searchlight started a 

12-day speaking tour of the 
United States and Canada. For those 
of us who have become used to day-to- 
day police violence and racism against 
the black community in Europe, it 
came as no surprise that the four 
police thugs, whose beating of Rodney 
King was recorded on video by a 
passer-by, walked free from the court. 


The trial of the four assailants was shifted 
from the multiracial area where the attack had 
taken place to a suburban, 79.5% white area, 
where many of the residents are retired police 
officers and where for several years there has 
been a high level of racial violence and 
activity by Tom Metzger’s White Aryan 
Resistance. It was no surprise that the jury 
was all-white and that Mr King himself, the 
victim, was not called to the witness stand. 

President Bush’s initial remark 
that people should show restraint 
until the appeals process had been 
exhausted was completely 
forgotten by the American public 
a few hours afterwards, when he 
declared that justice had been 
done. A few days later Marvin 
Fitzwalter, a top man in the Bush 
administration, declared that the 
rioting in Los Angeles was not 
due to injustice but to the liberal 
approach to welfare benefits 
rooted in the 1960s, and that the 
unemployed and homeless were 
being treated too generously. This 
only added to the anger of both 
black and white underprivileged 
citizens. 

While the Los Angeles riots, 
looting and attacks on innocent 
bystanders, should be understood 
as being the result of the 
frustrations of a growing mass of 
American people, they cannot be 


Gerry Gable 


Searchlight Magazine 


is so ill-informed about what is going on in 
eastern Europe. 

We quoted an edition of the /nternational 
Herald Tribune published in London on 7 
April 1992. It carried a front page story on 
the far right’s successes in the German 
elections. One paragraph stood out: 

“Although the Republicans have only a 
few thousand members and virtually no staff, 
the party has been actively seeking ties to 
both nationalist movements and new 
governments in eastern Europe. Mr 
Schénhuber recently travelled to Kiev at the 
invitation of the Ukraine president, Leonid M 
Kravchuk, to advise on _ political and 
philosophical matters,’ said the Republican 
state chairman, Christian Kas.” 


Blank looks 


We were met with blank looks from our 
audience, all of whom were readers of this 
paper. They knew nothing of this paragraph. 


Speakers: 


(London) (Atlanta) 


Leonard Zeskind, 
Center for Democratic Renewal 


Later during our visit Martin Lee, who 
publishes FA/R, which monitors the news that 
is kept out of the American press, told us that 
it was clear this paragraph had been exorcised 
from the New York edition of the paper. 

During our meeting a copy of the New York 
Times Magazine of 26 April 1992 was passed 
to us. It contained an extract from Bill 
Buford’s book Among the Thugs, which was 
published in Britain recently and is due to 
appear in the USA in June. The book is 
Buford’s own story of the time he spent with 
British soccer hooligans in the mid-1980s. 

The extract showed us what we had missed 
when we saw the book in Britain, namely 
Buford’s incredibly mistaken view that there 
was no interconnection among neo-fascist 
groups in Europe at that time. Buford had 
been anxious to contact Searchlight a few 
days before we left for the United States. 
Maybe he wanted to query this inaccuracy 
before the book was published in the USA. 

Next day Searchlight’s editor, 
Gerry Gable, went to Washington 
to discuss the ongoing pursuit of 
Nazi war criminals living in 
Britain and of one or two who 
may have left for the USA. 

In the evening he spoke at 
Howard University, one of the 
oldest black universities in the 
United States. He was there at the 
invitation of the Student 


Coalition against Apartheid and 
Racism, a black-led multi-racial 
group, which is fighting racism 


BIGOTS AND BALLOTS |= : 
Racist Violence and Far Right Electoral 
Strategies in Europe and the U.S. 


growing number of 
campuses in the USA. It 
produces its own paper, SCAR 
News, and has’ had= an 
increasingly friendly relationship 
with Searchlight since we met at 
the Centre for Democratic 
Renewal’s_ tenth anniversary 
conference two years ago in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Our host, Ray Davis, the 


condoned — for much of the 
violence was directed against 
small black and Asian businesses 
as well as white workers. 

Once the initial flare-up had 
been suppressed, by the use of 
thousands of police and armed 
troops backed by _ armoured 
vehicles, the spread of the protests 
became much more political. 

On 26 April the Searchlight 
representatives met a group of 
journalists and researchers at 
Columbia University law school 
in New York. It was during this 
meeting that we learned why the 
American public, even those 
reading the more substantial press, 
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Monday, April 27, 1992 ¢ 7:30 p.m. 
Room 143, Douglass Hall, Howard U. 


Gable is the London-based editor of 
Pn ee ananti-racist, anti-fascist 
monthly published continuously since 1974. 
The maintains correspondents in 
Germany, Norway, Sweden, France, Switz- 
erland, and the U.S. In the early 1980s, Gable 
recruited a former member of the neo-Nazi 
South African National Front, Ray Hill, as a 
mole inside the British Far Right. Information 
Eom plot again he Noting il Caria 
mb pate against the Notting Hill Carnival, 
ual Afro-Caribbean cultural celebration. 

PIO se Ap RR 
in England since 1962. He was a special 
investigator for the European Parliament's 
Commission of Inquiry into Racism and 
Xenophobia, which published its-report in 
1991. In recent ak og Searchlight has doc- 
umented the pitaeean is acveanes 


across Europe. Gable will talkabout lan Stuart’s 
Blood and Honour organization, the growthin 
neo-Nazi skinhead movements across Europe 
and their connection to the electoral successes 
of Le Pen’s Front National in France and 
similar racist political parties in Germany and 
Austria. 


Also ng will be Leonard Zeskind 
from the ance for Democratic Renewal 
(formerly National Anti-Klan Network) in 
Atlanta, GA. He will talk about the 
international connections between white 
supremacists inthe U.S. and their counterparts 
in Europe. The CDR is the leading clearing- 
house for efforts to counter the Far Right in 
the U.S. It provides training, information, 
and technical assistance to community groups 
organizing against white supremacy, 
antisemitism and homophobia. 


Sronsonep sy D.C. Srupent Coaumon AGamnst Apaxraeip & Racism (D.C. SCAR) 


leader of SCAR, led _ the 
Washington DC protest a few 
days later against the Rodney 
King case verdict. While in 
Washington Searchlight was able 
to exchange intelligence on the 
far right with some of SCAR’s 
senior members. 

The meeting at Howard 
University was well attended. In 
the audience was Professor Horn, 
one of the leading black 
academics in the United States. 
Among matters under discussion, 
both at the meeting and privately, 
were the campaign by the 
antisemitic Institute for Historical 


Review to advertise in university 


Canadians, young and old alike, rally in 
support of First Nation Mohawk 
defendants facing trial as a result of 
the 1990 crisis when the Canadian 
Mohawks were confronted by the 
army and police during their struggle 
over land claims. 


publications, and attempts by elements of the 
Ku Klux Klan to make common ground with 
black separatists. When one black member of 
the audience showed us photographs of 
himself with a Klan leader in full regalia and 
tried to tell us that James W Farrands’ Klan 
outfit was separatist but not linked to nazis, 
we were able to show this Klan organisation’s 
relationship with the British National Party 
and Blood and Honour skinheads in Britain, 
where it has 400 members. 

On Wednesday we took up an invitation to 
address a gathering of international students 
at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. 
This has a long record of Nixon/Reaganite 
far-right politics, and the antisemitic and 
racist publication Dartmouth Review, while 
not formally a publication of the college, is 
the brainchild of former students and 
academics associated with the college. The 
meeting was well attended and_ serious 
questions were asked. We also made a 30- 
minute broadcast for the college radio station. 


Putting the record straight 
Next day we arrived in Montreal, Quebec, 
where our hosts were members of the 
Canadian Centre on Racism and Prejudice 
(CCRP). We were able to make a number of 
radio broadcasts and give press interviews. 
One of the broadcasts was on_ the 
Morningside programme, which is 
transmitted throughout Canada. Gerry Gable 
was joined down the line from Berlin by Ian 
Buruma, whose article on German neo- 
nazism appeared recently in the New York 
Review of Books. Apart from Buruma 
equating neo-nazi skinhead thugs with anti- 
fascist activists, the article contained one 
factual mistake after another. We were able to 
put those facts straight on the show and 
Suggest that it was time for people of 
goodwill on both sides of the Atlantic to join 
together to smash the rise of racism and neo- 
nazism. 


In Montreal we had the opportunity to meet 
a number of activists and exchange hard 
information on the activities of the neo-nazis. 
In the evening Searchlight and the CCRP 
held a joint public meeting at Concordia 
University. The speakers were Gerry Gable, 
Martin Thériault from the CCRP, Chengiah 
Ragaven, the Canadian representative of the 
African National Congress and a professor at 
Concordia University. The meeting was 
attended by over 200 people and the four 
Klansmen who turned up found themselves 
confronted by very effective anti-fascist 
security. 

The following day we held a round table 
meeting with activists from various 
organisations including leading officials from 
the Canadian Jewish community. David 
Irving’s increasing number of visits to 
Canada was high on the agenda. That day 
more than 10,000 people marched through 
Montreal on _ their annual Mayday 
demonstration. 

On Saturday we arrived in Toronto and 
spent the afternoon with representatives of 
various anti-racist and anti-fascist 
organisations and leaders of the Canadian 
First Nation people (the North American 
Indian community). They told us many 
stories of murder and rape committed against 
members of their tribes, but they were in the 
forefront of the struggle against BNP-type 
groups like the Heritage Front and the Klan, 
as well as the numerous skinhead gangs. 


Old friends 


That evening saw a public meeting at Toronto 
University, with Gerry Gable opening, 
followed by Martin Thériault and Rodney 
Bobiwash, a First Nation leader. Again the 
audience was very enthusiastic and, as in 
Montreal, we met people we had known only 
from letters and subscriptions to the magazine 
as well as a number of Canadians who had 
lived in Britain and supported our work. 

Two days later 1,500 demonstrators took to 
the streets of Toronto to protest over the death 
of a black man who had been arrested by the 


Nazi attempts to stop people attending the joint Searchlight/Canadian Centre 


police, handcuffed and shot dead by a woman 
officer. This was the latest in a whole number 
of killings in recent years in similar 
circumstances. Local neo-nazis who four 
days earlier had demonstrated at the Austrian 
consul’s office jn Toronto over the arrest of 
Gottfried Kiissel, the Austrian neo-nazi 
leader, turned out again, carrying Heritage 
Front banners, to protest against the 
demonstrators. All ten of them were taken 
away by the police for hospital treatment. 


International network 

We returned to New York on Sunday for 
further meetings with journalists and 
researchers who work with Searchlight in our 
international network. There Lenny Zeskind 
of the Centre for Democratic Renewal and 
Gerry Gable addressed a meeting of full-time 
officers of the American Jewish Committee. 
Tuesday morning brought us to our final 
meeting in the United States, where we 
addressed an audience from various funding 
organisations on the situation and our work in 
Europe. Here Lenny Zeskind and Gerry 
Gable were joined on the platform by Sujata 
Warrier of the Coalition of Battered Women’s 
Advocates and Kevin Berrill of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 

A few days after our return, our European 
editor, Graeme Atkinson, flew to the United 
States to speak at a meeting at Hunter College 
in New York and at a fundraising benefit at 
the world-famous Village Gate. During his 
trip he also visited the Centre for Democratic 
Renewal’s mid-west office in Kansas City. 

Our annual visits to North America are 
proving increasingly beneficial to the anti- 
fascist and anti-racist movement on both 
sides of the Atlantic. As the neo-nazis 
increase their exchanges of personnel for 
training and activities, there is a growing 
need for accurate intelligence to be obtained 
and disseminated to the movement. 

We wish to thank all those friends of 
Searchlight in North America for their superb 
organisational efforts and the warmth of their 
hospitality to us during our tour. 


tt |e 


on Racism and Prejudice meeting in Montreal had the opposite effect when they 
went through the city covering posters advertising the meeting with the front 
page of the infamous antisemitic hoax, the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. The 
Montreal paper The Mirror published a story about the nazi activity, which 
promoted the anti-fascist rally and resulted in a packed hall. 
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SS death’s head kindles skinhead hate 


A network of neo-nazi skinhead 
fanzines exists across Europe and the 
United States. Here we take an in- 
depth look at just one publication 
among many, to illustrate the kind of 


race-hate material that is being 
distributed via the skinheads’ 
underground “scene”. 

Switzerland is not a country that 


immediately springs to mind when anti- 
fascists turn their attention to the distribution 
of neo-nazi propaganda across Europe. Yet 
this is where another part of Blood and 
Honour’s international network has emerged, 
in the form of the sinister skinhead fanzine 
Totenkopf (death’s head), which has now seen 
publication of four editions. 

Interviews with bands from across Europe 
and the United States and even Brazil fill its 
pages, which are also used to advertise fascist 
organisations including the British National 
Party, Blood and Honour, the Ku Klux Klan 
and the American Nazi Party. Ben Klassen’s 
Racial Loyalty, the journal of the American 
Church of the Creator, is also advertised, as 
they no doubt battle it out with Odinists in the 
rather bizarre conflict of racist “religions”. 

In one issue an interview with the new 
London-based band, Empire, whose members 
comprise former Skrewdriver and Brutal 
Attack members, says: “Empire want to show 
the communist and zionist scum that in the 
not too distant future we will win back our 
country.” What this means in practice is made 
clear later in the interview: “We know from 
history that niggers don’t belong in Europe. 
This is not their continent so they should 
clear off. Africa is their homeland — they 
should see to it that they get rid of marxism 
there. What’s more they should pay 
compensation for everything they’ve used 
here. I believe that Niggers and other asylum- 
seekers lower the living standards of Europe. 
They have the cheek to loaf around 
everywhere, rioting, raping and robbing. We 
should send the miserable bastards back to 
Africa, the sooner the better.” 

Neo-nazis have often professed to support 
animal rights. Empire tell Totenkopf’s readers 
what they think would be a way of solving 
the problem of animal experiments, with a 
chilling echo of the past: “ ... We wish there 
were other possibilities ... There might be a 
solution perhaps to the Nigger invasion of 
Europe — animal experiments should be 
carried out on the Niggers.” 

The same edition of Totenkopf carries an 
interview with 22-year-old Josef Saller, who 
is described as a political prisoner in 
Germany. He writes from his prison cell: “I 
was accused and convicted of setting fire to a 
house and shop in my home town causing the 
death of four people (three Turks, one 
German and the latter, according to the 
prosecution, being a member of the German 
Communist Party). A further 12 residents, 
almost all of them foreigners were 
supposedly put in acute danger. Damage was 
estimated at approximately 2.5 million DM. 
The charge referred to ‘particularly serious 
arson’ which resulted in my getting 12 and a 
half years imprisonment.” Saller, _ still 
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appealing his case, ends the interview with 
greetings to “ ... all those people who are 
fighting for a white Europe free of niggers, 
hook-noses and reds.” 

In a more recent edition, Bob Mathews, one 
of the leaders of the American Order who 
was killed by the FBI, is hailed as a martyr. 
His photograph is published along with the 
quote: “It’s a dark and dismal time in the 
history of our race. As a vile alien like 
creature casts its shadow upon a once fair 
land. For when the time comes, we won't ask 
if you swung to the right or to the left. We 
will simply swing you by the neck.” 

Totenkopf’s support for Order-style politics 
is similar to that of the Swedish White Aryan 


= 


Resistance (VAM) magazine Storm and it is 
therefore no surprise that the most recent 
edition carries a two-page interview with 
VAM supporters Vit Aggression, who have an 
album released by Rebelles Européens. 

Division 250 from Valencia in Spain, who 
played at the international gig that was held 
in their home town in March this year, are 
also interviewed. 

The most disturbing fact about Totenkopf is 
that a further 19 similar publications are 
advertised within its pages. Countries where 
legislation against the production of racist 
literature is poor or non-existent are being 
used to publish material which is then 
distributed worldwide. 
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WHO SAYS THE ART OF CONVERSATION IS DEAD? 


Skins attack refugee centre 


A political refugee centre in Salem, south of 
Stockholm, was targeted in a_ planned 
military-style attack carried out by half a 
dozen unidentified skinheads on 2 May. 

The police investigation into the attack 
suggests the attack was planned and possibly 
rehearsed in advanced. It took place under 
around midnight, when a group of skinheads 
advanced quietly on the refugee centre from a 
nearby wood. The attackers were armed with 
several molotov cocktails. 

At a signal, several windows were broken 
and six firebombs set off. None of the bombs 
was thrown into the building; all were left 
burning in the courtyard. 


“The raid may have been carried out only 
to cause a scare and demonstrate how 
vulnerable the refugee centre really is,” a 
policeman suggested to our reporter. 

“Tt seems unlikely that all six bombs would 
have failed to set fire to the building, if that 
had been the purpose of the attack,” he added. 

Staff at the refugee centre spotted the group 
of skinheads as they left the area. Three 
skinheads were arrested later that night, but 
soon released due to lack of evidence. 

To the more than 500 foreigners sleeping at 
the centre, the attack caused a serious fright 
and gave them a bitter taste of Sweden’s 
lowlife. 


SEARCHLIGHT 


Fascist terror in Germany intensifies 


The brutal nazi murder of a 23-year- 
old man on the weekend of 9/10 May 
has driven up the spiral of fascist 
violence in Germany by another turn. 


The man, so far unnamed, died from 
“severe head injuries” sustained when a 60- 
strong neo-nazi stormtroop attacked the 
“Elbterrasse” pub in the city of Magdeburg, 
in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, on the 
evening of Saturday 9 May. 

Armed with baseball bats, clubs and iron 
bars, the nazis beat pub _— guests 
indiscriminately, demolished a_ restaurant 
where 25 young people — some active anti- 
fascists — were holding a birthday party and 
wrecked the pub’s fittings. 

Eight people were seriously injured, two 
with fractured skulls. So far, police have 
claimed they “know nothing about the 
incident”. 

In a further attack on 10 May, 15 nazis 
invaded a disco in Wendisch-Rietz, near the 
German-Polish frontier, and savagely beat a 
Nigerian, before throwing his unconscious 
body into a nearby lake. He is now fighting 
for his life in a local hospital. 

The violence is a continuation of last 
autumn’s avalanche of nazi terror, in which 
more than 1,000 attacks were registered and 
13 people were killed. 

In the first three months of 1992, fascist- 
inspired attacks numbered almost 600, an 
increase of 400% on the same period last 
year, according to official figures issued by 
the Bundeskriminalamt, Germany’s main 
police authority. 

The violence is now so frequent that many 
incidents go unreported. However, since 
March, Searchlight has noticed a renewed 
upswing in nazi and racist terror attacks. 
Among those reported to us are: 

9 March, Hanover. Arson attack on 
Vietnamese refugees sleeping in a sports hall. 

10 March, Hanover. Firebomb assault on 
refugee home. 

14 March, Rostock. Twenty-five racists 
armed with gas pistols, baseball bats and iron 
bars storm refugee hostel and beat an 18- 
year-old Romanian to death. Police arrive late 
“because of problems with the telephone” and 
local prosecutor says the killing “had nothing 
to do with hatred of foreigners”. 

15 March, Bayreuth. Fifty Germans attack 
home for Albanian refugees. Weapons used 
include chairlegs, fence posts and sticks with 
nails. Two Albanians injured after defending 
themselves. Essen. Neo-nazis burn newly 
constructed home for refugees. 

18 March, Flensburg. A 31-year-old 
homeless man is drowned after being kicked 
unconscious and then thrown into the harbour 
by a nazi bonehead. Eilenburg. A 30-strong 
nazi gang armed with petrol bombs storm 


A German view of 
the terror 


This letter appeared in the Berliner Zeiting 
on 18 April 1992. 


In your last issue you reported on the efforts 
of the police to deal with right-wing 
extremist attacks. My experience last week, 
on a journey to Erfurt via Halle with my 
five-year-old son, was quite different. 

A skinhead attacked an Arab man on the 
train. I intervened, at which he called for his 
mates. With shouts of “foreigners out” the 
man was dragged into the next carriage. As I 
followed, they blocked my path. Efforts to 
encourage my fellow passengers to help got 
nowhere; it was, they said, a matter for the 
police. My cries for help from the window 
(the train stopped in the meantime) were 
ignored. The conductor, who bumped into 
me, knew enough to tell me that the man had 
managed to get to the guard’s van. He had 
got off lightly with just a little blood from a 
punch in the face. 

An inspector told me. later that the police, 
when called, refused to remove the 
extremists from the train. Instead the Arab 
man got off, out of fear. The attackers, 
celebrating their success, blithely continued 
their journey. 


Martina Rummel 
W-1000 Berlin 44 


refugee home. More than 100 police needed 
to halt the violence. 
22 March, Cottbus. Forty nazi-inspired 


youths, screaming “Germany for the 
Germans” raid centre for Yugoslav, 
Romanian and _ Vietnamese refugees, 


smashing doors and windows and wrecking 
the kitchen and furniture. Itzehoe. Nearly 100 
nazi boneheads attack pub frequented by anti- 
fascists in revenge attack after previous 
clashes. 

23 March, Buxtehude. Two nazi 
skinheads, aged 19 and 25, beat 53-year-old 
man to death for telling them “Adolf Hitler 
was a criminal”. Both arrested, the younger 
skinhead boasting to the police about the 
assault. 

27 March, Dessau. Fascist mercenary who 
had fought in Croatia bombs car belonging to 
ex-girlfriend. 

28 March, Worms. Two leather-jacketed 
neo-nazi youths stab 15-year-old Turkish boy. 
For several days the victim fights for his life 
in intensive care. 

30. = March, 


Berlin. Turkish homes, 


restaurants and shops leafleted during the 
night with nazi hate material. 

1 April, Dachau. A howling mob of fascist 
Republikaner members try physically to 
disrupt a visit by Polish president Lech 
Walesa to the site of the former Nazi 
concentration camp. 

3 April, Erfurt. Marauding nazi skinheads 
burn out car belonging to Vietnamese. 
Potsdam. A fascist gang severely beats a 
Cuban in full view of passers-by. Jena. 
Fascists wreck car belonging to a Libyan 
tourist. On the same evening, 20 nazis board 
a train and attack passengers. A 20-year-old 
woman is seriously wounded. 

4 April, Dresden. 1,000 nazis, carrying 
Imperial war flags and giving Hitler salutes, 
march through the city centre after painting 
swastikas on the Lenin monument to demand 
revenge for murdered nazi pimp Rainer 
Sonntag. The march is loudly applauded by 
by-standers. The march breaks assurances 
given last year by Dresden mayor Wagner to 
the Jewish community that no further nazi 
marches will be allowed. 

6 April, Struvenberg in Brandenburg. 
Police find the body of a 35-year-old 
Bulgarian asylum seeker. His throat has been 
cut. He had disappeared on 27 March. On the 
same day nazis had launched three attacks on 
foreigners in the town. 

7 April, Bonn. Death threats against 
Liberal politicians Burkhard Hirsch and 
Gerhardt Baum, addressed to “The Jews 
Baum and Hirsch”. 

8 April, Berlin. Nazi skinheads seriously 
injure a 54-year-old man who dared to argue 
with them. Frankfurt an der Oder. Fifty 
neo-nazis, giving nazi salutes and chanting 
“Heil Hitler”, “Poles out” and “Germany for 
the Germans”, demonstrate at German-Polish 
frontier crossing. 

11 April - Treuenbrietzen, east Berlin. 
Fifteen racists blitz refugee hostel, smashing 
windows and entry door as well as damaging 
a car. Frankfurt an der Oder. Fascists attack 
leftist youths in Mikado youth club. 

12 April, Berlin. Nazi boneheads run riot 
in east Berlin, hurling beer bottles at passers- 
by and police. Three policeman injured. 

14 April, Berlin. Racist youths attack and 
badly injure three foreigners at east Berlin’s 
Warschauer‘ Briicke = S-bahn station. 
Wernigerode. Monument to  anti-fascist 
resistance fighters daubed and damaged. 

17 April, Berlin. Nazi youths board S-bahn 
train and set upon Lebanese refugee, assault 
him and try to hurl him out of the moving 
train. 

18 April, Wittenberge. Nazi skins rampage 
through Wittenberge, armed with baseball 
bats and axes and smashing the windows of a 
local pub. Six guests injured. Greiben. 


Searchlight, June 1992 15 


Shouting nazi slogans, 40 fascist youths 
storm pub which has refused them entry and 
wound three guests. Halberstadt. Memorial 
to Jewish victims of Nazism daubed with 
swastikas and Reich eagles and _ badly 
damaged by neo-nazis only a week after 
being unveiled. Schwerin. Nazis assault a 
Russian army officer and two relatives, one a 
pregnant woman. 

19 April. Schwerin. Neo-nazis run riot in 
local community of Jamel, prompting mayor 
Fritz Kalf to call for a local militia to be built 
for self-defence against fascists. He is 
denounced by’ the Mecklenburg-West 
Pomerania Interior Minister “for taking the 
law into his own hands”. Police are now 
investigating him for possession of a shotgun. 

20 April, Dresden. Sixty neo-nazis arrested 
when about to stage a  Hitler-birthday 
celebration in public. Gransee. Nazi skins 
and other nazi youths, wielding axes and 
clubs, launch violent attacks on several local 
pubs. Oranienburg. Nazi skin troop marches 
through town, attacking young people. 
Quedlinburg. More than 100 nazis attack 
passers-by and smash pub windows. Later 
they march through the town centre with 
swastika flags. Magdeburg. Neo-nazis try to 
storm squatted house. Berlin. Nazi arrested 
as he throws bag of excrement over memorial 
to Jews in city’s Tiergarten area. 

22 April, Berlin. Fascist bomb attack on 
Turkish cemetery in the city’s Tempelhof 
district. One person lightly injured. 

24 April, Berlin. Nguyen Van Tu, a 29- 
year-old Vietnamese guestworker, dies after 
being stabbed by a racist in a crowded market 
place as people look on. The killer, a 21-year- 
old bonehead, is later arrested. 

25 April, Wernigerode. More than 500 
nazi skins lay siege to house owned by 
autonome groups. Several people injured as 
autonomes fight back. 

26 April, Essen. A refugee centre goes up 
in flames in racist arson attack. Berlin. The 
historic Jewish cemetery in Weissensee is 
desecrated. More than 55_ gravestones 
smashed. 

28 April, Bautzen. Thirty-strong nazi 
stormtroop wrecks and tries to set fire to 
“red-light” club after owner refuses to pay 
protection money. 

1 May, Berlin. Fifty members of the nazi 
Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (FAP) 
gather in east Berlin for provocative march 
but flee, protected by three police water 
cannons, under a hail of missiles from 
counter-demonstrators. Two FAP members 
arrested after being found in possession of 
gas pistols and a club. FAP fiihrer Friedhelm 
Busse threatens anti- fascists: “When the day 
of revenge comes we will get you all.” 


Top nazi killed 


A top leader of the 800-strong neo-nazi 
Deutsche Liga fiir Volk and Heimat was 
killed in Berlin by unknown assailants on the 
evening of Saturday 5 April. 

The fascist, Gerhard Haindl, was stabbed 
and a fellow nazi wounded in a restaurant in 
Kreuzberg. A 20-strong police squad, which 
has been set up to investigate the murder, is 
reported to be looking for “someone of 
Turkish or Arab appearance”’. 
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Haindl was sitting with other top nazis, 
including Carsten Pagel, the former 
Republican Party chief in Berlin, who is not 
yet a member of the Deutsche Liga. 
According to witnesses Haindl was involved 
in an exchange of words with a young man 
who then left the restaurant. 

An hour later, eight masked men arrived 
and attacked the fascists. In the fight that 
broke out, several people were injured. 

The Deutsche Liga is a split-off from the 
Republicans and the Deutsche Volks Union. It 
is contesting the Berlin elections at the end of 
May under the cover-name Die Nationalen. 

It was this organisation that had planned a 
rally on 9 May with pro-Hitler historian 
David Irving as the main speaker. 

The police have offered a £3,400 reward 
for information about the crime. No such 
rewards have been made in the cases of 
murders by nazis and racists. 


New nazi party formed 
on Hitler’s birthday 


Neo-nazis founded a new party in the east 
German state of Saxony, at a meeting in 
Wechselburg near Leipzig on 20 April. The 
party, called the Deutsch Nationale Partei 
(DNP), is the latest regional incarnation of 
the illegal NSDAP, which is fronted by the 
array of groups, alliances and parties that 
comprise the so-called Bewegung. 

Fronting the DNP is the nazis’ latest star 
recruit, Thomas Dienel. Aged 29, Dienel’s 
history is worth noting. For ten years from 
1979 he was a member of the communist 
Socialist Unity Party (SED), graduating from 
the party school in Weimar and becoming a 
full-time secretary of the Free German Youth. 

After the fall of the Berlin wall, Dienel left 
the SED and cropped up weeks later in the 
German Sex League, which advocated that 
every town should have brothels and sex 
shops. By summer 1990, he had crossed over 
to the neo-nazi National Democratic Party 
(NPD), for which he became _ business 
manager in the state of Thuringia. 

Owning two pubs, he made more and more 
contact with the radical nazi scene and by 9 
November last year was sharing the back of a 
lorry in Halle with David Irving and the now- 
detained nazi boss Gottfried Kiissel. 

Now he is a fully-fledged local leader of 
the Bewegung and the DNP’s launch meeting 
showed exactly what that means. A swastika 
flag was unfurled as the assembled cadres 
gave Hitler salutes round a campfire. 

Among the guests were some of the leading 
“boys from the brown stuff’: Heinz “Nero” 
Reisz from Hessen, the knuckle-trailing 
Amulf Priem from Berlin and Roman 
Dannenberg, leader of the violent Deutsche 
Alternative. 

The DNP’s programme is modelled closely 
on that of Hitler’s NSDAP and calls for a 
measure of “underground work” as well as 
openly advocating the use of force by 
claiming that “civil war has already begun”. 

Having recently led an “anti-drugs” 
demonstration in Leipzig, Dienel has given 
notice that there will be a “nationwide” nazi 
mobilisation in Weimar on 20 June which, he 
says, will be attended by “around 2,500 
supporters”. 


SPECIAL FEATURE ] 


Aids victims get nazi 
treatment 


Bellowing the slogan “Drug pushers into 
labour camps”, 400 neo-nazis staged a march 
through Leipzig in March, led by Hamburg 
Nationale Liste chief Christian Worch and 
backed by the Nationale Offensive, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) and the local Deutsche Front, which is 
supported by the nazi movement’s rising star 
Ewald Althans. 

Campaigning on the drugs issue is not new 
for the German nazis. They have sought to 
use it for many years and to link it closely 
with their racist activities. Slogans like 
“Foreigners = drugs pushers” have always 
been a good recruiting gambit. 

What is novel, however, is the fact that they 
held their first national demonstration on the 
theme and now clearly plan to make the drugs 
issue a central focal point of activity on the 
streets. 

This move comes from their realisation that 
drugs is a soft issue that can pay big political 
dividends, not least among a German 
population which understandably feels very 
concerned at what appears to be an escalating 
drugs problem in a situation where state 
health provision does virtually nothing to 
rehabilitate users. 

The result is that the nazis can go on the 
rampage and get away with violence both 
against those who are drug-dependent and 
against those who work with them on liberal 
and humanitarian self-help “harm reduction 
programmes” and anti-Aids schemes. 

This has been highlighted especially in the 
Rhineland where it has been drug users and 
not drug dealers who have been the target for 
numerous fascist attacks, not a single one of 
which has resulted in an arrest. 

The violence has included the deliberate 
destruction of syringe machines in Diisseldorf 
last year and vandalism against the premises 
of a local self-help group for intravenous drug 
users who are fighting the habit. Before 
launching the attacks, the nazis had prepared 
the ground with a blitz of threatening letters. 

Singled out for special attention was 
Mischa Hiibner from Bonn, a_ national 
spokesman for intravenous drug users and a 
courageous public campaigner for 
substitution methods by which drug users can 
gradually ease themselves away from hard 
drugs. 

After Hiibner admitted on television that he 
was HIV positive, local nazi hooligans twice 
wrecked his home and destroyed his 
belongings. In the hallway they daubed the 
slogan “Aids Sau Raus” (Aids swine out), an 
echo of their old antisemitic battle-cry “Juden 
Sau Raus”. 

Later, at a public meeting in Endenich 
where he defended the construction of a 
hostel for homeless drug users, nazis 
physically assaulted him. The same hostel 
had been torched only days before its opening 
and massively damaged, as part of the recent 
avalanche of nazi terror, thus depriving drug 
users of a real chance of rehabilitation. 


The violence was not an accident but bore 
the stamp of planning based on extensive 
inside knowledge. Indeed no sooner had the 
damage been repaired then the nazis struck 
again with a further arson attack. 

The Leipzig march, with its demands that 
anybody who handles drugs should be put 
into “camps” and that drug pushers should be 
executed, follows an inhuman and 
authoritarian trail that fascists and right-wing 
extremists have blazed elsewhere. 

The drugs issue forms part of the fascists’ 
international agenda. Last October, for 
example, Spanish drug users were targeted 
for a massive campaign of indiscriminate 
fascist violence. 

This mob justice was openly welcomed by 
conservative politicians in Madrid, to the total 
dismay of the city’s police chief, who bitterly 
criticised the attacks and issued warnings 
against the “purveyors of home-made law”. 

Within weeks nazi vigilantes in the 
Austrian city of Linz tried similarly to stylise 
themselves as “defenders of the community” 
by organising a demonstration “against 
drugs”. Though the police ensured that a train 
carriage full of bawling fascist louts was 
diverted to a side-track, more than 100 were 
still able to hold a march and rally, after 
which they got down to the business of 
beating up Turks and Kurds in the streets. 

The so-called anti-drugs campaign has 
become a part of the fascists’ repertoire and 
the attempts to connect the problem to the 
presence of immigrants and refugees are but a 
tactic based on perverted statistics. This fact 
was exposed publicly in Germany by the 
chief of police in Stuttgart, who has been at 
pains to point out that the incidence of drug- 
related crime — indeed of any crime — is no 
higher among foreigners than among 
Germans. 

This fact does not deter the fascists. As 
recently as the French regional election 
campaign, Front National boss Jean-Marie Le 
Pen played on popular belief that the drugs 
problem owes its origins to the presence of 
immigrants in France. 

In Britain the British National Party’s “law 
and order” expert, the often-convicted 
Richard Edmonds, told the German news 
magazine Stern in March that he linked his 
concept of what he called “the final solution” 
with the forcible deportation of “drug- 
pushing foreigners”. 

Not wishing to be excluded from the fascist 
chorus is the loony right Schiller Institute in 
Germany, which has been busy promoting its 
own bizarre “anti-drugs campaign”. 

In its newspaper Neue Solidaritat, this 
weird right-wing cult, which is led by Lyndon 
La Rouche, attacks liberal thinkers who have 
called for decriminalisation of drugs. In 
particular the paper smeared Hamburg state 
president Voscherau, a life-long Social 
Democrat, as “a mouthpiece of the Mafia” for 
advocating more humane strategies in dealing 
with the drugs problem. 

In fact the tightly controlled prescription of 
opiates would remove the drug mafia’s $500 
million per year market and recognition of 
this and the importance of the Aids/HIV 
syndrome has been instrumental in shifting 
establishment thinking in Europe. 

For the nazis the drugs issue presents a 
multi-faceted political opportunity. They can 


use deep and widespread ignorance and 
prejudice to legitimise violent and even 
murderous street action. They can heighten 
the false identification of immigrants and 
drugs. They can step up their demands for the 
return of the death penalty and can victimise 
and criminalise those who are unfortunate 
enough to be in the drugs trap and have no 
lobby to defend them. 

At the same time they can divert attention 
from their own evil activities in the world of 
drugs and drug trafficking, activities aimed at 
raising funds to produce propaganda and 
purchase weapons, while masquerading as 
guardians of law and order. 

If anybody doubts that, they should put a 
few questions to the British Movement’s 
Steve Morgan and Steve Chandler. They 
know a thing or two about shifting dangerous 
drugs around. 


Hard times for 
revisionists 


Top “Auschwitz liar” David Irving fell foul of 
German law at the beginning of May. 

His two-day trial in Munich ended with a 
conviction and a DM 10,000 (£3,450) fine for 
violating the German criminal code by 
insulting the memory of the Jews murdered 
by the Nazis. 

The charges had arisen out of Irving’s 
speech to more than 800 fascists at a so- 
called revisionist congress held in Munich on 
21 April 1990. He had claimed that the gas 
chambers in Auschwitz “were erected by the 
Poles after the second world war”. 

In court Irving went even further and 
declared that Auschwitz was merely a tourist 
attraction. Far from denying the charges, he 
admitted he had made statements denying the 
Holocaust and aggressively asserted that they 
were true. 

Addressing the court, Irving described the 
Holocaust as “a blood lie which has been told 
against Germany for 50 years” and suggested 
that his case was “a battle for the German 
people”. 

He was loudly applauded for this remark by 
the gaggle of elderly Germans and younger 
neo-nazis who had crowded into the public 
gallery to see their idol. Most of the neo-nazis 
present were leather-jacketed members of the 
Deutsche Jugend Bildungswerk, the outfit led 
by Ewald Althans, the convicted criminal 
who is bidding to be the new fiihrer. 

What remains astonishing is that although 
Irving has been convicted of a criminal 
offence and remains high on Germany’s list 
of “undesirable aliens”, he appears to be free 
to enter the country at will. 

He had been due to speak at a rally in 
Berlin organised by Die Nationalen, a fascist 
alliance of members of the Deutsche Liga fiir 
Volk und Heimat, disgruntled former Social 
Democrats and drop outs from the 
conservative Deutsche Soziale Union. The 
rally, against Nazi Germany’s capitulation to 
the allies, was to take place on 9 May, the 
anniversary of the liberation of Germany 
from the Nazis. 

It was scheduled to take place in front of 
the Soviet Military Museum in east Berlin but 
was banned by the city authorities after 


threats of big counter-demonstrations. 

Irving was also due to speak on 9 May toa 
meeting of 800 Germans in Oppeln, a small 
town in Poland, or, in what Irving calls “the 
occupied part of Germany”. Afterwards he 
intended to visit Auschwitz to “have another 
look at the place”, no doubt to cook up a few 
more lies. 

Irving’s visits to Canada have not 
diminished, despite frequent disruption to his 
schedules as a result of transatlantic anti- 
fascist cooperation. His audiences have 


A man on the edge of darkness: David 
Irving. 


however become almost totally neo-nazi. His 
planned visit to Canada in May was facing 
growing opposition as a result of his 
convictions and bans in Europe. 

David Irving, it appears, is not the only 
banned person to defy the German authorities 
by entering and leaving the country at will. 

At the moment, Thies Christophersen, a 
veteran nazi and former SS Auschwitz guard, 
is wanted for publishing and distributing 
material hostile to the constitution and 
incitement to race hatred, crimes for which he 
has been convicted before and for which there 
is an arrest warrant over his head. 

Nevertheless Christophersen can apparently 
enter Germany from his refuge in Kollund, 
Denmark, quite easily, as was shown when he 
travelled recently to the small southern 
German town of Ehningen to renew his 
passport. 

If anything, the German authorities even 
had complicity in helping Christophersen, 
author of the notorious pamphlet The 
Auschwitz Lie, to cross the border. 

Now safely back in Denmark, the ageing 
nazi boasts that he first contacted German 
consular officials in the Danish town of 
Aabenraa and told them that he needed to 
renew his passport, but was refused help 
because of the arrest warrant. 

Next he tried officials in his former home 
town of Siiderbrarup, where he was again 
snubbed. In the end he simply registered as a 
resident of Ehningen and went there 
personally to collect his passport. 

At no point was his journey interfered with 
and at no point did police try to arrest him. 
Everything happened with no questions 
asked. Now police and other bureaucrats are 
blaming each other for this scandalous farce. 
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AUSTRIA 


Revisionist halted 


On the same day as David Irving was in the 
dock of a Munich court, his revisionist pal 
Gerd Honsik, 51, was jailed for 18 months 
after being convicted in Vienna on 14 counts 
of breaking Austrian laws against reviving 
nazism and advocating nazi doctrines. 

The case against Honsik, who edits the nazi 
journal Halt, which is now printed and 
published from Barcelona in Spain, was the 
first test for recent legal changes designed to 
increase the chance of _ successful 
prosecutions against neo-nazis. 

Honsik had written in Halt that there were 
no gas chambers in Auschwitz and had 
argued that poison gas was only used to kill 
parasites in clothing and not people. Even 
more bizarrely he had claimed that nazi 
prisoners in Dachau had been offered a 
choice of buffet food by friendly SS guards. 

Vigorously contesting the charges, Honsik 
said” “I have never in my whole life made 
any antisemitic comments.” This claim comes 
from the man who wrote a book called 
Acquittal for Hitler and who, in the April 
edition of his rag, titled the editorial Stop 
special privileges for young Jews and wrote 
an anti-Israel poem called Exodus. 

Honsik’s arguments in court were torn to 
pieces by Gerhard Jagschitz, a leading 
historian who has published major research 
demonstrating the Nazis’ systematic murder 
of Jews in the second world war. 

Honsik will in fact have to spend three 
years in prison because he already had two 
suspended sentences whose provisions he had 
broken. 

The prospect of eating porridge for three 
years was evidently not entirely to Honsik’s 
liking. As he was led down to the cells, he 
bawled: “You help fleeing foreigners but 
there is no future for me.” 

Meanwhile Jorg Haider, Austria’s “yuppie 
fascist” chief, got himself embroiled in a new 
controversy during the presidential election 
campaign by accusing the Greens’ candidate, 
Professor Robert Jungk, the 78-year-old 
world-famous anti-nuclear campaigner, of 
writing wartime articles in praise of the Nazis 
while in exile in Switzerland. 

Jungk, who is Jewish, was forced to flee 
from Germany to Switzerland. Haider’s 
absurd and grossly libellous accusation 
stemmed from a sentence that had been taken 
out of context from a wartime newspaper 
article. 

The half-quoted extract was used to suggest 
that Jungk had applauded German progress in 
health and nutrition but omitted to add 
Jungk’s criticism that these advances were 
only for the purpose of creating strong Nazis 
to fight the war. 

After an exchange of writs, Haider was 
ordered by a court to withdraw his statement. 
He did so but then reaffirmed that he believed 
what he had said. 

Observers are convinced that the whole 
event was a ploy by Haider to draw attention 
to the fact that Jungk is Jewish and was active 
in the anti-Nazi resistance. 

This allowed Haider to play to the gallery 
of nazis, racists and antisemites who support 
him by contrasting Jungk, the “bad Austrian” 
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with the outgoing president and war criminal 
Kurt Waldheim, who had done his duty and 
served the Third Reich that Haider so 
admires. 


From our Austrian correspondent 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Police fire on nazis 


Prague police opened fire to scatter a rioting 
mob of German soccer louts on 22 April. 

The hooligans, in the city for the 
Czechoslovakia-Germany match which ended 
in a 1-1 draw, went on the rampage before the 
match even started. 

The riot started in the historic Wenceslas 


Square, where the German fans bombarded 
regular Czech police with bottles and stones 
and attacked press photographers who tried to 
take pictures of them shouting “Sieg heil” and 
giving Hitler salutes. 

In one incident, one of the German fans 
fired a bullet at a police car, prompting a 
police officer to shout at shoppers: “If you are 
Czech, get out of here, they are armed”, 
before summoning a special unit of riot police 
who fired shots into the air. 

After some fighting, 77 hooligans were 
arrested and more than 100 deported with the 
word “undesirable” stamped in _ their 
passports. 

Observers believe that the Prague riot was a 
small-scale rehearsal for this month’s 
European Championships, when thousands of 
German hooligans will invade Sweden. 


Une fois de plus, Le Pen et ses acolytes ont osé manifester le. 
premier mai, jour ou nous fétons l’internationalisme et la : he 
solidarité. 

Le fait qu’ils ont pu défiler impunément, sans qu'il n'y ait d’ appel a une 
confrontation de masse contre ces fascistes, est une honte. 

Malgre leurs succés aux élections régionales et cantonales en mars, Le 
Pen et ses supporters peuvent étre stoppés. 

En Grande Bretagne, La Ligue Anti Nazie (ANL), qui vient d’étre re- 
lancée, a lutté avec grand succés contre les nazis britanniques a la fin des 
années soixante-dix. Par une campagne politique visant a démasquer les : 
nazis et par des confrontations physiques de masse, nous nous sommes as- a poe 
surés de leur défaite, défaite de laquelle ils ont pris plus de dix ans a se remet- 
we, i 
S'inspirant de l’example de Le Pen, ils ont espéré profiter des recentes | 
elections legislatives en Grande-Bretagne pour se donner du poil dela béte. ; i 
Grace aux efforts de I" ANL ils ont obtenu un score dérisoire. Alors qu’aux 
années soixante-dix ils recuellaient 100.000 voix a Londres et 30.000 a ; 
Leicester, leur vote moyen cette fois ci n'a pas depassé 455. 

La victoire de I'ANL a été rendue possible en realisant l’unité la plus large : 
possible de tous ceux qui s‘opposaient aux nazis, en distribuant des millions ; i 
de tracts arrachant leur et en les confrontant Payee 
ment et en nombre od ils se montraient. 

Pelee hui, l'ANL a des groupes dans chaque ville importante ens 

. Les groupes réunissent jeunes, moins jeunes, blancs, noirs, | 
juifs, mieselaelis, chrétiens...bref, tous ceux qui veulent lutter ensemble : 
pour briser les nazis et s’assurer que leurs idées n’ ‘auront jamais plus de place : 
dons notre pays. 

Nous avons ecrasé les fascistes dans les années soixante-dix et nous le | 
referons dans les années quatre-vingt-dix. En France comme en Grande Bre- : 
tagne cette victoire est possible mais elle ne peut se faire que par une com- = 
binaison de campagnes politiques et de confrontations physiques de masse. | 
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AUSTRALIA 


Far right fall out 


A contest for supremacy of the Australian far 
right between the long-time antisemites of the 
Australian League of Rights and _ the 
followers of the jailed US fascist Lyndon 
LaRouche has turned into an all-out public 
brawl. Even Searchlight has been dragged 
into the dispute. 

As reported in last October’s Searchlight, 
LaRouche’s supporters have seized control of 
a League Front group, the Citizens’ Electoral 
Councils. This has caused considerable 
controversy in Australia as the League affects 
a British loyalist posture, while the 
LaRouchites are well known for their claim 
that the Queen heads an international drug- 
peddling ring. 

Until now the two sects were too busy 
sizing each other up to begin full-scale 
hostilities, although, as we reported, minor 
sniping from both sides had already begun. 

Panic broke out in the LaRouche camp in 
March when it was discovered that the 
League was in possession of the LaRouche 
mailing and donor list for Australia and was 
sending out a “please explain” notice to 
various erstwhile sympathisers. (Wilder panic 
broke out when the LaRouchites discovered 
the list was also in the hands of anti-fascists, 
who were making their own inquiries.) 

The list had been in the possession of the 
hapless LaRouche lieutenant Pat Ruckert, 
who was very careless with the documents he 
was carting around Australia during a 
speaking tour last year. Ruckert has already 
been demoted for his incompetence and, in 
the hothouse atmosphere of LaRouchism, 
more heads are expected to roll. The panic 
was partly related to the fact that many of the 
names had very nasty comments written 
alongside them by the bad-tempered Ruckert. 

The LaRouchites, mindful of the 
embarrassment caused by this leak, have been 
denying it vigorously to their anxious 
supporters in Australia. To set their minds at 
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rest, we reproduce a page. 

In response to their troubles, the 
LaRouchites ran a rambling, incoherent piece 
in their US magazine, Executive Intelligence 
Review, attacking Searchlight for exposing 
their seamy activities in Australia ... getting 
everything wrong as usual. Just to let the 
world know that they are not short of 
enemies, they then launched into a bizarre 
attack on Eric Butler, leader of the Australian 
League of Rights, claiming (again 
incorrectly) that he was a follower of the 
British Israel cult. No, Lyndon, Butler is just 
another seedy run-of-the-mill antisemite — 
which makes him no different to you. 

To add insult to idiocy, the LaRouchites 
have taken to brandishing a minor article 
from Butler’s New Times to argue that poor 
old Eric is gay. The 18-month-old piece said 
in passing: “Whatever is felt about 
homosexuality, it is a reality which has 
continued over the centuries.” In a bizarre 
twist, Queensland LaRouchite John Koehler 


has been informing his few followers that 
here, at last, is proof of LaRouche’s theory of 
the monarchist-sodomist alliance. 

No doubt the LaRouchites think all this is 
very clever, but they are overlooking an 
aspect of Eric Butler (who recently stepped 
down as League National Director after 45 
years) that Australian anti-fascists know only 
too well: he is a very unpleasant character at 
the best of times and is indescribably nasty 
when roused. Already the word is out to 
“stitch up” the LaRouchites and early 
indications would suggest the campaign is 
having some success. Police visits and odd 
phone calls are already taking their toll. 

Given also that one of Koehler’s key aides 
was run out of Queensland’s Roma- 
Chinchilla region for sexually assaulting 
young men (and recently served time for the 
same offence), the LaRouchites would be 
well advised to focus their attention on 
matters more down their alley — like the 
rising cost of sheep dip. 


a 
PORTUGAL 


Anti-racists get 
organised 


A newly established anti-racist group in 
Lisbon has published documentation claiming 
that it is a “myth” that Portugal is a “country 
without racism”. 

The group, which was founded in 
December last year, has named itself SOS 
Racism, after the French organisation of the 
same name. 

The organisation says that extreme-rightist 
groups are growing and that racism is a “daily 
situation” which is especially reflected in 
discrimination in housing, jobs and education. 

Portugal has over 100,000 immigrants, of 
whom a majority are from its former colonies 
in Africa, the Indian subcontinent, Macao and 
Timor. Some of these immigrants are EC 
nationals and a further 20,000 are of Romani 
origin. As in many European states, the 
estimates of how many of these immigrants 
are illegal tend to vary with the policy of the 
government of the day. 


Many are living in barrack-like quarters in 
the greater Lisbon area. Manuel Pimenta, a 
spokesman for SOS Racism, referred to these 
areas as “the territorial expression of social 
discrimination” and criticised the government 
and authorities for “their failure to provide 
even the most minimal structure for 
integration”. 

In line with the moves to harmonise 
immigration and asylum laws throughout the 
European Community, the Portuguese 
government has proposed new rules which 
will legalise the presence of all people who 
entered the country before November 1991. 

Anybody who arrived after that date will 
have no right to stay and free movement will 
only apply to those who already have 
citizenship in an EC state. 

To ensure that Portugal’s external frontiers 
will be sealed, as laid down in the EC’s racist 
Schengen Agreements, the government has 
requested financial assistance to the tune of 
£75 million. This money has been earmarked 
to strengthen “the defence apparatus at 
external frontiers”. 

Apolo Pereira, a leading anti-racist who 


represents the Cape Verdean minority, has 
attacked these moves as “an 
institutionalisation of racism” and has lent his 
name to SOS Racism’s efforts to campaign 
against racism among young people, 
especially in the schools. 


ARGENTINA 


Neo-nazi attacks 
continue after bombing 


Fascists have launched a new series of violent 
attacks on Jewish cemeteries in Buenos Aires, 
following the terror attack on the Israeli 
embassy in March. 

Headstones were smashed and antisemitic 
slogans and swastikas were daubed. In 
another raid in early April, a gunman opened 
fire on a cemetery in the city. Police are now 
investigating the crimes, which appear to 
have been inspired by Argentina’s growing 
neo-nazi movement, forbidden last year from 
using the swastika as its official symbol. 
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SWEDEN 
VAM nazis busted 


John Christopher Rangne, a top White Aryan 
Resistance soldier, and several leading 
members of the so-called Storm Network 
have been arrested in a police crackdown on 
nazi terrorists. Twenty one people have been 
charged with offences ranging from illegal 
possession of firearms to inciting a riot. 

Nazis abroad have traditionally made 
numerous attempts to hijack days of national 
importance for their own _ purposes. 
Remembrance Day in Britain, Bastille Day in 
France and Labour Day in the United States 
are all defiled by nazi activities. 

This obsession with coming out in force on 
days that are important to other people 
probably has something to do with the nazis’ 
inability to attract masses to the days that 
they really consider important, like the 
anniversary of Mussolini’s march on Rome, 
or Hitler’s attack on Poland. This is now also 
happening in Sweden. 

On May Day this year Sweden’s violent 
nazi organisation, White Aryan Resistance 
(VAM) made a surprise bid for political 
immortality by petitioning the police for a 
legal permit to stage a May Day rally in 
Gothenburg. The petition was filed by one 
Peter Hoginslett of Gothenburg and granted 
almost automatically. 

Attempting to keep the rally permit secret, 
the nazis put out a call through the Storm 
Network to VAM _ supporters in several 
Swedish cities, as well as to followers in 
Norway and Denmark: join us in commie 
bashing in Gothenburg on May Day. 

Information about the call to arms leaked to 
anti-fascist forces within hours and eventually 
to the media. 

On the morning of | May, well before any 
demonstrations had begun, police in 
Gothenburg carried out several raids on VAM 
supporters and apartments owned by VAM 
leaders. Within hours more than 20 nazis, 
many of them key leaders of the Storm 
Network, found themselves behind bars. 

Among those arrested was Rangne, who 
had surprisingly been released from prison in 
January following an appeal court decision to 
overturn a previous three and a half year 
sentence for armed robbery. On his release he 
had made a public statement promising to 
“continue the struggle against the Zionist 
Occupation Government” and the fight for a 
racial holy war. 

Also arrested were the skinhead leaders 
Goran Gustavsson and Peter Rindell. With 
previous criminal convictions for harassment 
of anti-fascists (Gustavsson) and _ inciting 
racial hatred, they are considered among the 
hardcore leaders of the entire Storm Network. 

In 1987 the two of them linked up with Ian 
Stuart Donaldson, the British nazi skinhead 
leader, and made an agreement for 
cooperation between Swedish and British 
nazis. As a result, Ian Stuart’s Blood and 
Honour organisation agreed to print and pay 
for the distribution costs of Gustavsson and 
Rindell’s nazi rag White Rebel, which called 
for the formation of an Aryan “Storm 
Abteilung” to launch a racial holy war. 

White Rebel paved the way for a new 
strategy and increased militancy among 
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From left to right: John Christopher Rangne, Goran Gustavsson, Peter Rindell 


and Andreas Bedecs. 


VAM “soldiers” turn out on May Day. 


skinheads and violent nazis. After the paper 
was prosecuted in 1990, the title was dropped 
in favour of Storm magazine, which became a 
political outlet for the VAM terrorists. 

Jonas Ignell, a vocal leader of 
Gothenburg’s VAM branch, was another of 
those arrested. The police found several 
firearms in his apartment, including two 
shotguns and three rifles. 

Another interesting name among the 
arrested was Andreas Bedecs, a 20-year-old 
nazi who appeared as one of nine defendants 
in the December 1991 trial against nazi 
terrorist Klas Lund’s violent cell. Bedecs was 
charged with participation in an attempted 
burglary at a military arms depot, as well as 
being in possession of a __ stolen 
communications radio. Bedecs received a stiff 
fine and a suspended one-month prison term. 

Following the May Day arrests, police and 
prosecuting lawyers have kept unusually 
silent and court proceedings have been held 
behind closed doors. Sources within the 
police investigation say their findings “link 
VAM to terrorist activities”. 

The arrests appeared to dampen the 
fighting spirit of VAM activists still at large. 
The bulk of the VAM organisation, which 
does not have any formal existence, gathered 
in central Gothenburg. In spite of the absence 
of its leaders, the parade was carried out with 
military precision. 

To casual onlookers the demonstrators 
appeared to be a sad bunch — some 30 masked 
or semi-masked uniformed loonies with a 
penchant for clicking heels. In later media 
reports the rally was described as an 
uneventful gathering of a handful of loonies. 

But a closer look reveals some interesting 
facts. A careful study of pictures taken during 
the day shows that participators in the rally 
turned up according to what seems to have 
been a preplanned schedule. While no more 


than 25 to 30 VAM troopers appeared at any 
one time, a head count from the pictures 
indicates that at least 80 nazis took part. 

Also largely unnoticed was the sudden 
appearance of a large number of nazis quietly 
mingling in the larger demonstrations of the 
left. These nazis came dressed as anarchists 
or as ordinary paraders. 

The VAM gathering and the infiltrators in 
the left-wing demonstration maintained 
communications by walkie-talkie. They 
seemed to have been waiting for orders which 
never arrived. 

The infiltration of the main parades and the 
fact that the VAM gathering seemed designed 
to appear small and vulnerable suggests that 
some form of riot was in the making on May 
Day. 

Numerous baseball bats, clubs, knives and 
military smoke grenades had been among the 
weapons confiscated during the early 
morning police raids. 

What happened? Perhaps the person who 
was supposed to give the signal to stage a 
provocation simply was not available. Is his 
name to be found among the names of the 20 
arrested VAM soldiers that morning? 


From our Swedish correspondent 


NORWAY 


Anti-racism builds 


Arne Myrdal, the Norwegian fascist “mad 
bomber”, was given the “Tyndall treatment” 
last month when the only venue he could get 
for a rally was the middle of a deserted field 
on the outskirts of Bergen. The same fate 
befell John Tyndall, the British nazi leader, 
two years ago. 

Myrdal had originally planned to hold a 


gathering in Bergen as part of a “spring tour” 
but was banned by the city authorities 
because of the threat of mass protests. 

When the police finally offered him the use 
of an isolated meadow, where he could rant at 
the trees and cows, Myrdal was outraged and 
rejected the offer. 

All Myrdal’s plans seem to be going awry. 
His announcement of a rally in Eidsvoll on 17 
May met with a frosty response from the 
local police chief, who said: “Myrdal will be 
arrested the moment he shows his face.” 

The attitude of the police reflects the 
success of the mass anti-racist mobilisations 
of the past year. These mobilisations have 
guaranteed that the far right in Norway will 
remain limited to a circle of deeply divided 
cranks and have maintained the Norwegian 
fascists’ bad reputation on the international 
neo-nazi scene. 

April saw two clear expressions of the 
desire among ordinary Norwegians that the 
organised racists and fascists are kept where 
they belong — on the lunatic fringe. 

The first was a rally at Bergen university 
where almost 600 students gathered in one of 
their biggest meetings ever to see Michael 
Schmidt’s internationally acclaimed film 
Wahrheit Macht Frei and to hear a panel of 
anti-fascists, including Searchlight’s 
European editor. 

And 200 miles north of the Arctic Circle in 
Troms¢, Ole Mjgs, Rector of Troms@ 
university, declared the university an anti- 
racist zone at a conference of students 
addressed by Henrik Lunde, organiser of the 
Oslo Anti-Racist Centre, and Searchlight’s 
European editor. 

Mr Mj@s warned students that they must 
open their eyes to what was going on in the 
rest of Europe, especially in Germany, and 
said that the battle against racism and 
prejudice was international. 

His courageous anti-fascist stand, a first in 
Europe, shows that there is mounting 
opposition to the growth of racism and 
fascism. 


POLAND 


Skinhead mob 
desecrates Jewish 
cemetery 


Polish boneheads went on the rampage again 
last month in Wroclaw, where they almost 
completely destroyed a former Jewish 
cemetery. 

The Wroclaw outrage, the latest in a series 
of desecrations of Jewish graves and other 
property, came on the eve of a court case 
involving the boneheads’ “Fiihrer”, Boleslaw 
Tejkowski, who heads the  virulently 
antisemitic Polish National Association. 

Tejkowski had been scheduled to appear at 
a courthouse in Warsaw to be examined by 
psychiatrists but failed to show up after 
issuing a press statement claiming that his 
examiners were “Jews” and part of a 
“Zionist- Vatican-Bolshevik-German plot”. 

In his place he sent a mob of skinheads, 
who stood outside the court bawling slogans 
urging that the psychiatrists be sent to gas 
chambers. As a result the hearings against 


Tejkowski were adjourned. 

Tejkowski, a keen fan of the Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein and the PLO, like his neo- 
nazi counterparts in Germany and Sweden, 
faces charges of defaming, among others, the 
Polish state, the Catholic church, the Pope 
and Poland’s Jewish community, and of 
inciting violence. 

The incitement has often been matched by 
a sickening reality, mainly of an antisemitic 
or anti-German kind. In March, Tejkowski’s 
boneheads launched bloody assaults against 
German tourists both in Warsaw and at the 
Polish-German border. 

Days later, Tejkowski and 40 of his party 
members, with a bonehead strong-arm squad 
to protect them, unfurled nazi flags and 
shouted the slogan: “The only good Jew is a 
dead Jew” outside the Israeli embassy in 
Warsaw. When the police arrived, they moved 
on, singing Polish nationalist songs. 

But the escalating antisemitic atmosphere 
in Poland got a firm rebuff on 1 May with a 
moving “March of the Living” by more than 
5,000 young Jewish people from 44 countries 
at the site of the former Nazi death camp at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

The demonstration by the youngsters, who 
were Clad in blue jackets and wearing the Star 
of David, was the beginning of a series of 
commemorations of the victims of the Nazis’ 
“Final Solution”. 

At the camp the marchers laid plaques 
bearing the names of relatives murdered by 
the fascists and pledged themselves to 
prevent a repetition of the Holocaust. 


SOUTH EAST EUROPE 


Jewish communities 
living on a knife edge 


The plight of Jews in south-eastern Europe is 
becoming more precarious by the day, as the 
disastrous consequences of the melt-down of 
communism multiply. 

The 30,000 Jews in Georgia have 
increasingly become the object of violence by 
organised criminal gangs, who see them as 
soft targets for robbery and kidnapping. 

The situation in Moldavia is even worse, 
with the very real danger that the Jews will be 
engulfed in heavy fighting between 
Romanian separatists and Dniestrian forces. 

Many Jews are fearful that the separatists 
will reunify Moldavia with Romania, where 
antisemitism is a fact of daily life. 

According to Jewish leader Samuel 
Weizman, the commanders of the Red Army 
garrison based in Tiraspol, the capital of 
Dniestria, have promised to help evacuate 
Moldavian Jews if the fighting erupts into all- 
out war. 

Dniestrian Jews have until now enjoyed a 
rather more secure position than their 
Moldavian counterparts. Their cultural 
aspirations have been fully recognised and 
there has been little reported antisemitism. 

That, however, could soon change for the 
worse following the arrival of several 
hundred Don Cossacks who have come to 
fight against the separatists. 

The Cossacks have an unsavoury tradition 
of antisemitism and, since the collapse of the 


USSR, have lined up with Russian 
nationalists, including the fascist Pamyat. 
Some have been quoted in press reports as 
saying they “would finish the Jews before 
dealing with the Moldavians”. 

The danger now is that the Jewish 
community will be forced to take a stand in 
defence of forces who can bring them nothing 
but harm. 

This is already the case in Yugoslavia, 
where attempts are being made to split the 
Jewish community along national lines, as 
fighting intensifies between the various ethnic 
and religious groupings. 

Astonishingly, overtures to win 
support have been made by representatives 
of the Croatian Democratic Union (CDU) 
in Bosnia, where savage battles erupted 
between Bosnian separatists and 
the mainly Serbian Yugoslav army last 
month. 

The CDU is the party of Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman and is infested with 
antisemites who hark back fondly to the days 
of the murderous Ustashi. 

There are certainly rifts there to be 
exploited. Last month representatives of the 
Jewish community in Croatia bitterly 
criticised Serbian Jews for backing the 
Serbian regime and for trying to arrange 
town-twinning between Serbian and Israeli 
cities. 

Despite these moves, Jewish leaders in 
Bosnia refuse to be drawn into the conflicts 
raging around them and _ instead have 
campaigned, along with Muslims and 
Christians, for an end to the fighting. 

However, there are signs of growing 
antisemitism, with an edition of more than 
10,000 copies of the infamous forgery The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion being 
distributed. 

According to the London Jewish Chronicle, 
extracts have been published recently in the 
youth paper Tribuna in Slovenia where, like 
in Croatia, the wartime regime was a willing 
ally of the Nazis. 

Ominously, too, a chief of the Muslim 
Green Berets, who are fighting against the 
Yugoslav army in Bosnia, made a speech in 


April denouncing an_ alleged Zionist 
conspiracy which, he claimed, was standing 
behind Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 


HUNGARY 


Poll reveals racial and 
ethnic hatred 


Race prejudice has now become a force to be 
reckoned with in Hungarian society, 
according to the results of a newly published 
opinion poll. 

Among the shock findings of the 
poll, which was reported in a weekly journal, 
were revelations that almost three-quarters 
of the population were hostile to Romani 
people, more than half were against black 
and Arab people and one in every six 
expressed a dislike for Jews. 

The survey was conducted by Median, a 
private social research organisation headed by 
Endre Hann, who released the details to the 
Hungarian press. 
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international coverage the 

research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 
activities of the far right in the 
United States. 


Transatlantic traffic by white supremacists is 
increasing, smoothing off the edges of the far 
right’s national chauvinism in the USA. Just 
last year British National Party fiihrer John 
Tyndall toured the USA, followed by a 
couple of his “untermenschen”. Rumour has 
it that Patrick Harrington has also made the 
journey. In return, the Minneapolis, 
Minnesota skinhead band, Bound for Glory, 
made a European tour with Skrewdriver this 
spring. Now, North Carolina neo-nazi Harold 
Covington has made the trip to England. But 
he is not just visiting. 

Covington is an enigmatic figure who 


A s a feature of Searchlights 


drops in and out of white supremacist circles 
in the USA. He came to prominence when he 
engineered a coalition between the National 
Socialist Party of America (which he headed) 
and several North Carolina Klan groups. 
Calling themselves the United Racist Front, 
the Klansmen and neo-nazis attacked an anti- 
racist demonstration in Greensboro on 3 
November 1979. A car caravan of Klansmen 
and  neo-nazis drove through the 
demonstration, got out of their automobiles, 
and in broad daylight opened fire. Five anti- 
racists were killed and nine were wounded. 

Although he was not in the car caravan, 
Covington is no stranger to violence. Six 
weeks before the murders he wrote a letter 
threatening, “we nearly killed some of your 
people at China Grove — we had it all worked 
out with the cops, that if you were dumb 
enough ... we’d waste a couple of you and 
none of them would see anything.” 

According to a report on the Greensboro 
murders by the Institute for Southern Studies, 
Covington introduced a Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agent to another North 
Carolina neo-nazi group. They were later 
arrested for a bombing conspiracy. 

Covington left the USA shortly thereafter, 
living for a while in Ireland. When he 
returned to North Carolina in 1987, he started 
up the Confederate National Congress (CNC) 
as an umbrella of Klan, neo-nazi and 
skinhead groups operating in the southeast. 


In January 1989, representing the CNC, 
Covington spoke at the Ku Klux Klan’s 
annual rally in Pulaski, Tennessee. During his 
speech he introduced Sean McGuire to the 
assembled Klansmen, claiming he and 
McGuire had been members of the National 
Socialist White People’s Party. In the past, 
Sean McGuire has attended several Klan and 
neo-nazi leadership meetings at the home of 
Aryan Nations leader Bob Miles in Michigan. 
McGuire gave several speeches claiming that 
he represented the Irish Republican Army. 

After the Confederate National Congress 
collapsed, Covington joined forces with Terry 
Boyce’s Confederate Knights of America. He 
left the Confederate Knights, however, and in 
April 1990 announced his plans to run for 
state representative in North Carolina. Just 
one month later he dropped out of the race. 

Covington became a recluse in Raleigh, 
issuing a series of personal newsletters he 
dubbed Resistance. He spent most of his 
energy attacking other racists, particularly the 
leader of the Church of the Creator, Ben 
Klassen. He accused Klassen, an 80-plus 
year-old veteran of nazism, of being a 
homosexual and a Jew. Klassen returned the 
verbal abuse, publishing several articles in 
Racial Loyalty attacking Covington. Shortly 
before the dispute with Klassen turned into a 
lawsuit, Covington once again left the USA. 


* Covington in England, pages 3 - 5 


Improved vote for 
far right 


April’s Italian election brought mixed 
fortunes for the country’s extreme right, with 
a drop in support for the traditional neo- 
fascists of the Moviemento Sociale Italiano 
(MSI) but a massive leap in backing for the 
regionalist-facist Liga Nord. 

In the elections, which brought down the 
previous four-party coalition under premier 
Andreotti, the MSI saw its support dwindle 
still further from the 5.9% it gained in the last 
elections in 1987 to 5.4%. This decline 
reduces its seats in the 630-seat Italian 
parliament to 34. 

The MSI’s one notable success was the 
10% backing for Alessandra Mussolini, its 
former topless pin-up candidate in Naples. 
Cashing in on her film star looks, the name of 
her infamous dictator grandfather Benito 
Mussolini and the fact that she is the niece of 
actress Sophia Loren, who supported fully her 
fascist politics, Ms Mussolini won the most 
votes on the MSI list. 

For the Liga Nord, however, which 
campaigns strongly on an anti-immigrant, 
regional-separatist programme, the election 
was a resounding success. In 1987 it polled a 
mere 0.5% of the vote, just enough to give it 
one seat in parliament. 

Now, with 8.7% backing from the 
electorate, it has won 55 seats, is the fourth 
largest party and has been approached by 
president Cossiga as a possible participant in 
a coalition government. The former 
communist Partido Democrazia  Sinistra, 
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Mussolini’s granddaughter: the apple 
has not fallen far from the tree. 


whose vote plummeted by 10% to 16.1%, has 


already rejected Cossiga’s coalition overtures. 

The Liga’s dramatic breakthrough has 
precipitated a major government crisis. The 
main efforts of Andreotti and Cossiga 
immediately after the election were heavily 


concentrated on trying to put together a 
seven-party coalition in a bid for political 
survival. 

Italy now faces a very tense social and 
political situation, exacerbated by 
government instability. All the parties of the 
ruling Christian Democrat-led coalition lost 
heavily. As the respected Italian daily La 
Repubblica put it: “This government has been 
sacked.” 

This is not surprising. In the last two years 
it has been tainted with corruption scandals, 
mounting racism and apparently 
uncontrollable Mafia crime syndicates. The 
Andreotti government has also presided over 
an enormous national debt and has had its 
image badly dented by a series of 
increasingly incriminating revelations about 
Andreotti’s personal involvement in NATO’s 
Gladio secret army set-up. 


SWITZERLAND 


Government seeks 
new legislation 
against rising racist 
terror 


After a rising wave of racist violence, the 
Swiss government has finally spoken out in 
condemnation of intolerance and announced 
plans to tighten the law. 

Though racial attacks have not yet reached 
the horrific levels seen across the frontier in 
Germany, it is estimated that, nationally, there 
is one serious incident every five days. 


In one of the worst cases recently, on 1 
March, an apartment block housing 25 
guestworker families was torched and razed 
to the ground. Though the occupants were 
fortunate enough to escape serious injury, 
they lost all their possessions. 

The Swiss Prosecutor-General’s office has 
indicated that more than 70 such raids, 
involving firebombs, pistols and _ other 
weapons, which occurred last year, are now 
the subject of police investigation. 

Peter Arbenz, director of the Swiss Federal 
Refugee Office, labelled the current situation 
as one that “is getting worse and worse for 
asylum seekers”. 

The government, for its part, has 
commented that “tension between indigenous 
Swiss and foreigners is now a central theme 
of domestic politics” and has warned that 
strife “is arising from fears that population 
movements threaten Switzerland’s high living 
standards.” 

An official government report on The 
Development of Extremism has identified 
correctly the source of much of the racist 
propaganda and violence: Switzerland’s small 
but growing and highly active fascist scene. 


Among young people this scene is 
expanding, and with it a growing readiness to 
engage in violence. Skinheads concentrated 
in the German-speaking industrial region 
between Basle and Zurich, says the report, are 
said to pose the biggest headache. 

With their shaven heads, nazi emblems, 
Hitler-salutes and aggressive behaviour, the 
skins have begun to fall in line behind 
organisations like the Patriotische Front led 
by the oft-convicted nazi criminal, Marcel 
Strebel. 

The PF has, according to government 
statistics, around 400 members and “several 
thousand  sympathisers”. Unlike the 
skinheads, who for the moment limit their 
violence to the use of clubs and spray-cans, 
the PF prefers to resort to explosives, petrol 
bombs and more lethal weapons. 

The Attorney-General’s office in the 
federal capital, Berne, confirms the view that 
“the number of active new right-wing groups 
has grown and xenophobic and racist 
attitudes are common to all of them.” 

Again, it is in German-speaking 


Switzerland that most reported racist violence 
occurs, with incidents occurring on average 


every three days. 

The government’s own report 
acknowledges this and warns ominously: 
“Extremist views and attitudes exist in some 
parts of the population and spontaneous 
outbreaks of violence could occur at any 
time.” 

These official evaluations of the race hate 
that has developed rapidly during the past 
three years have come as a shock to many 
Swiss people, who have so far been content to 
look the other way while refugee homes go 
up in flames. 

Prompted by fear of “right-wing 
radicalisation” and awareness of events in 
neighbouring Germany, it now looks certain 
that the Swiss government will finally sign 
the 1965 United Nations declaration against 
racial discrimination and introduce tough new 
laws in a bid to prevent a worsening of the 
situation. 

It has so far been proposed that jail terms of 
up to three years should be the penalty for 
distributing racist propaganda material and 
advocating racial discrimination. The same 
would apply to hoteliers who refuse to accept 
black or Jewish guests. 


The beast in 
borrowed clothes 


The bookshelves of the anti-fascist 
community world-wide’ will be 
enhanced significantly by the addition 
of a recent American publication Right 
Woos Left by Chip Berlet. 


Berlet examines the insidious process by 
which far-right organisations and individual 
commentators are recruiting the unwary from 
progressive ranks to their cause. Much of the 
material is, understandably, difficult for non 
America-watchers to assimilate because of 
the complexities of American domestic 
politics outside the framework of the 
Democratic/Republican duel. That should 
not, however, deter anti-fascists unfamiliar 
with the American scene: there are many 
areas of this well-researched study which are 
highly relevant to their work. 

There is an explanation of what the author 
refers to as “scapegoating”’, a familiar process 
to Europeans, particularly at this point in our 
history, by which the far-right highlights 
society’s problems, finds a suitable racial or 
political target and links the two for 
presentational purposes — a classic fascist 
tactic. Berlet says there is a lack of 
knowledge on the left about the complex 
history of fascism and its tactics. Fascism 
mixes ‘“‘scapegoating” and the conspiracy 
theory of history; it “takes themes 
opportunistically from socialism and the 


labour movement and mixes them with 
theories of nationalism and racial pride.” 

The author believes that in the USA there is 
not the same understanding of racialist 
nationalism and national socialism as in 
Europe. The right-wing tactic of working 
towards alliances allegedly to smash the 
perceived powerful, corrupt centre, and then 
to adopt a shared agenda for criticism of 
government, has “an unsavoury record” in 
Europe. In the 1930s in Germany, in the midst 
of economic collapse, political turmoil and 
social crisis, the Nazis, says Berlet, “were 
able to openly enlist progressive support to 
smash the corrupt and elitist Weimar 
government.” When collapse came, 
industrialists and bankers recruited Hitler to 
preserve their power positions. Having first 
dispatched his erstwhile national socialist 
allies on the “Night of the Long Knives”, 
Hitler turned his attention to eliminating the 
left, the Jews, trade unionists, intellectuals, 
the dissidents, the homosexuals, the Poles, the 
Romanis, dark-skinned immigrants, the 
infirm and others deemed undesirable. 

Berlet detects ‘faint echoes of Weimar’ in 
today’s America, where the far-right is able to 
attract left-wing audiences to conspiracist 
theories by attacking government. The 
problems to solve, he believes, are fourfold: 
¢ how to educate progressives about fascist 
history and tactics 
* how to reject unsubstantiated conspiracist 
theories, demagoguery and scapegoating 
¢ how progressive journalists and researchers 
should handle contacts with the far-right and 
how journalists should identify rightists used 
as sources 
* how progressive coalitions should handle 
overtures by the political right which seek 
tactical or strategic alliances, and to what 
extent groups and individuals should distance 
themselves from fascists who imply an 
alliance which does not exist. 

There is a great deal of informative 
material about fascist propaganda 
exploitation of the Gulf war. Readers of 


Searchlight’s March issue will find the 
following extract of particular interest: 

“In its January 7-14 1991 edition, 
Spotlight [the newspaper of the Liberty 
Lobby, a right-wing network] carried an 
article titled ‘Volunteers Flock to Iraq To 
Help Fight US, Israel.’ This phenomenon was 
favourably compared to ‘the building of the 
Waffen SS legions in Europe during world 
war II, when almost 1 million men from all 
over Europe and as far away as India 
voluntarily enlisted to fight communism 
under the leadership of the German high 
command. That development was _ also 
suppressed and never mentioned by the 
Anglo American press. Allied commanders, 
however, knew the Waffen SS as an 
extremely effective fighting force’.” 

Berlet’s central concern can be illustrated 

by one of his final paragraphs which, though 
a reference to America, is equally relevant in 
our own British situation: 
“We suffer in the US from an unfortunate 
reluctance to recognise and name _ the 
resurgence of fascist ideology around the 
world. In part this is because we are not 
taught in our schools what fascism was or is. 
We hold ourselves up as a model of 
democracy while half the eligible citizens 
rarely feel motivated to vote, and we are 
bombarded with advertising that tells us that 
freedom is the ability to purchase four 
different varieties of Coca-Cola at 7-11.” 

We are closer in Europe to that resurgence, 
yet one look at the miserable plight of the 
former East Germans, who swallowed the 
Coca-Cola bait and voted for what they 
thought was democratic and economic 
rebirth, only to find collapse and nazi revival, 
is evidence enough of an equal failure to 
recognise, on this side of the Atlantic, the 
Beast in Borrowed Clothes. 


Right Woos Left, by Chip Berlet. Political 
Research Associates, 678 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Suite 205 Cambridge, MA 02139. 
$5.00 plus p&p. 
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SEARCHLIGHT 


IN ACTION 


Last month the staff of Searchlight 
were scattered around the world, 
speaking to and helping to organise the 
forces of anti-fascism and anti-racism. 
All of us, whether we were in the USA, 
Canada, Germany, Norway or 
Holland, paused to remember the 
passing away ll years ago of our 
friend, comrade and editor, Maurice 
Ludmer. 


We also heard last month of the death of 
Vishnu Sharma in India. He will be 
remembered by the older people among us 
from the time he arrived in Britain to confront 
the racists and fascists on the streets. He came 
from the militant anti-colonialist struggle in 
the Indian subcontinent and many is the day I 
remember Maurice and me being told tales of 
Vishnu’s great adventures in that fight. 

In Britain he went on to become a figure 
respected by most sections of all 
communities, before eventually retiring to his 
mother country. 

It was Maurice’s comradeship with Vishnu 
that cemented an ongoing relationship 
between those who came to Britain from the 
colonial struggle and those in this country 
who had fought for the ending of Britain’s 
imperial role. 

Salud Maurice and Vishnu. 

The Editor 


Available now! 


FIGHTING 
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Journal of Anti-Fascist Action 
incorporating Cable Street Beat 


Issue 2 Spring 1992 
Price £1 from: 


AFA, BM Box 1734 
London WCIN 3XX 


ATTENTION 
CHESS PLAYER 


Tam very happy with the high standard of 


our ongoing chess game. Your latest 
moves are much appreciated, as are your 
kind thoughts. I expect you to make your 
next move in your own time and at your 
convenience. 

The game continues. 
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Anti-Fascist Action 


Anti-Fascist Action has been growing 


substantially this year and is intending to 
repeat its unity carnival in London this 
summer. Last year 10,000 anti-racists and 
anti-fascists, mainly young people, joined in a 
day of fun held in Hackney in London’s East 
End. Bands played, people picnicked and 
there were lots of stalls. 


Norwie AA c : 
Tyne and Wear AFA 
York AFA | 


‘c/o Leicester ee Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester 
) Box 83, South West PDO, Manchester M20 8WG 


In the hope that this year’s carnival will be 
even bigger and better, AFA is launching an 
appeal to the anti-fascist movement and in 
particular the trade unions to sponsor this 
event both financially and by building support 
for it through their organisations. 

AFA has launched its own student 
organisation and of course Cable Street Beat, 
which plays the music of anti-fascism, is still 
active. Enquiries about both of these should 
be directed to the London AFA address. 


Box 152, 52 2 Call co s LS2 6DT 


PO Box 73, Norwich NRI 2EB 


“clo The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne NEI 1EA 
c/o York University Students Union, Goodrich College, York 


Herts AFA and es AFA can nfor the time being be contacted via the e London Anti- 


— fagon address. 


Security note: Searchlight has heard in recent months that some bright spire in ioe neo-nazi 
movement in Britain have been thinking of placing an advertisement for anti-fascists to join a 
new group, using a box number. If you read such an advertisement somewhere and donot 
know who the advertiser is, please be very careful about handing over your name and address. 


New York, 5 May. Searchlight editor Gerry Gable (centre) is joined by Sujata 
Warrier of the Coalition of Battered Women’s Advocates (right) and Kevin Berrill 
of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, at a briefing meeting hosted by the 
New World Foundation. Lenny Zeskind, Research Director of the Center for 


Democratic Renewal, 


made up the panel. 


All the speakers drew the links 


between racism, fascism, homophobia and the denial of women’s rights. 


GERRY GABLE DEFENCE FUND 


On 20 July the trial of Searchlight’s editor, 
Gerry Gable, on a charge of incitement to 
violent disorder is due to open at Southwark 
Crown Court in south London. 

The campaign to raise political, moral and 
financial support for Gerry goes on apace in 
these last weeks before the hearing. A large 
number of people from all walks of life in 
Britain and overseas have come forward in 
solidarity and with practical help. 

A strong body of witnesses for the defence 


have now recorded their statements. Gerry 
wants to make it clear to the many thousands 
of Searchlight readers all over the world that 
this case will be fought with the utmost 
vigour. Come hell or high water, Searchlight’s 
struggle against racism and fascism will 
continue unabated. 

Gerry and his family once again extend 
their heartfelt thanks to the hundreds of 
people who have made contributions large 
and small towards his defence fund and for 
the messages of support and solidarity. 


Photo: Jennifer Warburg 


